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Musicians of the 146th NY Volunteer Infantry c. 1864 

Source: http://ny146.tripod.com/links.html 

SGT. A. C. WOODS’ 
CENOTAPH 

 

 
 

62d NYSV researcher Greg 
Furness sent this letter to the paper in 
September. As mentioned in last 
month’s ZOUAVE! Mr. Furness is the 
donor of the 62d NY veteran Alfred 
Covell Woods Diary to the NY Public 
Library. 
 
Hullo Dave, 
 

Thought you might be interested in 
the attached. 

Been in the works for several years & 
I finally managed to have a memorial stone 
for Sgt. Woods set in the 1st Congregational 
Church Cemetery in Crown Point, NY, where 
his mother Emma, his Aunt Melissa and 
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Uncle Reuben of the letters, his Uncle John 
and several other relatives are buried. 
 
Best, 
Greg 
 

 
 

BYRON M. PICKETT 
 

 
 

This month we received a letter 
from Ron Hanley (USMC) regarding 
his relative Byron M. Pickett, the artist 
and sculptor of the 62d NYSV 
monument at the Gettysburg 
battlefield. Mr. Hanley has included a 
post of detailed information about 
Byron M. Pickett’s work, which we 
include below. 
 
Dear David, 
 

I am very happy that you have 
responded so quickly and that you show an 
interest in learning more about my Great 

Uncle, Byron M. Pickett. His sister, Adelia 
Pickett Whitcomb, was my Great 
Grandmother on my Mother's side. I warn 
you in advance it is a great deal of 
information to read, so sit down and enjoy! 
 
Best Regards, 
Ron 
 
POUGHKEEPSIE NY DAILY EAGLE  
Monday  July 25, 1870 
 

Statue to S. F. B. Morse ---   The 
telegraph offices and operators throughout 
the country have determined to erect a statue 
of S. F. B. Morse, of this city, which will be 
ultimately placed in the Central Park. They 
have chosen Mr. Byron M. Pickett, as the 
sculptor, a young artist whose genius has 
promise, and his general abilities in his 
profession are said to be of the highest order. 
 
STORY ABOUT SAMUEL F. B. MORSE 
 
      As he was returning from abroad in 1868 
he received an invitation from his fellow-
citizens, who united in saying "Many of your 
fellow countrymen and numerous personal 
friends desire to give a definite expression of 
the fact that this country is in full accord with 
European nations in acknowledging your title 
to the position of the 
father of the modern telegraph, and at the 
same time in a fitting manner to welcome you 
to your home." The day selected was 30 Dec., 
1868, and Salmon P. Chase, justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, presided at the banquet 
in New York. 

On 10 June, 1871, he was further 
honored by the erection of a bronze statue in 
the Central Park, NY. Voluntary 
contributions had been gathered for two years 
from those who in various ways were 
connected with the electric telegraph. The 
statue is of heroic size, modeled by Byron M. 
Pickett, and represents Morse as holding the 
first message that was sent over the wires. In 
the evening of the same day a reception was 
held in the Academy of Music, at which 
many eminent men of the nation were 
present. 

At the hour of nine the chairman 
announced that the telegraphic instrument 
before him, the original register employed in 
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actual service, was connected with all the 
wires of the United States, and that the touch 
of the finger on the key would soon vibrate 
throughout the continent. 

ᴥᴥᴥ 

 
SYRACUSE DAILY STANDARD 
Friday  June 16, 1871 
 

Byron M. Pickett, the sculptor of the 
Morse statue, is a self taught artist, and a 
native of Jordan, in this county. The Troy 
Whig says of this gentleman, "Like Henry 
Kirke Brown, Hiram Powers, E. D. Palmer, 
and other eminent sculptors, he has restored 
the difficulties and disappointments of the 
profession, solely by his own will. This 
Morse statue, although he is the author of 
several beautiful marbles, among others, 
Ynone , exhibited at the National Academy in 
1868, may be called his first triumph."  

ᴥᴥᴥ 
 

THE EVENING AUBURNIAN 
Friday  June 16, 1871 
 

I cannot learn that Cayuga County has 
ever produced but one sculptor, though we 
have been favored by the residence amongst 
us of the sculptor Palmer. 

Mr. Byron M. Pickett was born in 
Port Byron, N.Y., is now about forty four 
years of age. He was the oldest son of John 
W. Pickett, a barber, living in Port Byron. 
Mr. Pickett is now known as a sculptor of 
acknowledged ability, keeps a studio at 765 
Broadway, NY. He has much natural talent, 
began his work as a sculptor alone, without 
an instructor, developed such talent as to 
attract the attention of Mr. Palmer, the 
sculptor of Albany, who took Mr. Pickett into 
his employ and kept him for several years. 
From Albany he went to New York where he 
now lives. 

Mr. Pickett modeled the statue of 
Professor Morse, which was cast in bronze, 
and unveiled in Central Park, N.Y., with great 
ceremony, the public generally 
acknowledging Mr. Pickett's ability at that 
time. He previously made a bust in marble of 
Rev. Dr. Hardenburgh, of New York, that 
was satisfactory. At one time he made a 
marble bust of a dead child from a 
photograph, so perfect that small children in 

the family recognized it and called the name 
of the child. 

Mr. H. V. Howland, of Port Byron, 
says of Mr. Pickett, "He is truly a great 
genius as a sculptor, has great powers of 
memory, and a love of dramatic art that at 
times he has put in practice on the stage, and 
has acceptably filled the place assigned him 
but with little preparation." His great gifts are 
of but little use to him, as Mr. Howland says, 
"He is financially poor, as he places little 
value on money, and always is and always 
will be so, though happy as a lord."      

ᴥᴥᴥ 
 

On September 18, 2009, I located the 
following information online, and it not only 
names Byron as the Sculptor of the 66th 
Monument at Gettysburg but it gives a year 
of his death as 1907. This confirms other 
speculation as to when he died. 
 
66th NEW YORK INFANTRY by Runner 
Jenny  
 

The 66th New York was one of the 
many units sacrificed in the raging cauldron 
of the Wheatfield. So many units fought on 
the Federal side in the Wheatfield that there 
is a virtual sea of granite and stone and 
bronze in this area. 

The 66th’s monument is rather plain 
and non-descript. The back of the monument, 
however, features a bronze relief entitled  
"Peace and Unity." It depicts a Union and 
Confederate soldier shaking hands. 

The monument was paid for using the 
state appropriation of $1,500. It was 
dedicated on October 8, 1889. It consists of 
Maine Hallowell granite and it was sculpted 
by Byron M. Pickett (1833-1907) of New 
York City. It is located on Sickles Avenue on 
the edge of the Wheatfield near the rise in the 
road that becomes the Loop. 

ᴥᴥᴥ 
 

In September 2006 I contacted the 
Donna Light, Museum Curator at Kingston 
Old Dutch Church, Heritage Museum. She 
responded to my inquiries about whether she 
may have any further information on Byron 
M. Pickett with the following in a letter to me 
dated, September 19, 2006;  

 



 4

Ron, I am afraid I was not able to 
come up with much on Mr. Pickett, except as 
follows, from a Daily Express newspaper 
dated October 16, 1896. 

“The momument to commemorates 
the valor of the rank and file of the 120th 
Regiment is now in position and is greatly 
admired and gives great satisfaction. The 
bronze statue of Patriotism designed by B. 
M. Pickett, represents a woman holding aloft 
the American flag on which the stars and 
stripes are plainly delineated. She clasps the 
folds in her right hand and clasps them to her 
bosom. Her face is turned upward. The statue 
is seven feet high. The ground will be sloped 
up about the base so that only the granite will 
show. The statue was cast at the foundry of 
M. J. Power, of New York City, and the work 
of placing the monument was under the 
direction of Edward J. Ruquet, in his 
employ.” 

From the Notification Report filed 
with the National Museum of American Art, 
Inventory of American Sculpture, regarding 
treatment performed on Patriotism, found 
reference to Mr. Pickett as Byron  M. Pickett 
of the M. J. Power Bronze Foundry; and that 
the statue was dedicated on October 17, 1896. 

In a copy of the October 17, 1896 
issue of the Kingston Daily Freeman, I find 
reference to Mr. Pickett, "The statue which is 
of bronze is a beautiful work of art, and was 
designed and sculptured by B. M. Pickett. 
The bronze was cast at the foundry of M. J. 
Power, on East Twenty-Fifth Street, New 
York City. The statue represents Patriotism 
and is the figure of a young and beautiful 
woman who stands in a graceful attitude on 
top of the pedestal holding aloft a flag. The 
pedestal is of red granite from Stony Creek, 
Conn., and is made of the same kind of stone 
as that used in the construction of the statue 
of the Goddess of Liberty, in New York 
Harbor" 

ᴥᴥᴥ 
 
THE OLD DUTCH CHURCH 
Kingston, New York 
Compiled by James W. Werner  
 
     Standing on the southeast corner of the 
church yard is a monument by sculptor Byron 
M. Pickett. The Civil War ‘Patriotism’ statue 
or the ‘Daughter of the 120th Regiment’ was 

erected by General George Sharpe and 
presented in 1896 as a memorial to the men 
of the 120th N.Y. Infantry. Among the many 
battles in which this regiment was engaged 
were: Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg, and Appomattox Court House. It  
is oral history that the plot of land on which 
the statue stands was deeded to the 
monument itself although I have yet to locate 
the documentation. This 11’ tall statue was 
professionally restored in 1996. The Civil 
War flags of the 120th Regiment are on 
display in the Narthex of the church.  
 

ᴥᴥᴥ 
 

62nd NEW YORK 
INFANTRY 
MONUMENT 
From the Smithsonian 
Institute Research 
Information System 
 
Artist:     Pickett, 
Bryon M., 
sculptor. 

Power, Maurice J., 1838-1902, fabricator. 
Title:     62nd New York Infantry Monument, 
sculpture. 
Date:     Dedicated July 2, 1888. 
Medium:      
Monument: granite with bronze adornment; 
Base: granite. 
Owner:     Administered by United States 
Department of the Interior, Washington, 
District of Columbia 
Administered by Gettysburg National 
Military Park, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Located Gettysburg National Military Park, 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Control Number:     PA001960 
Dimensions:      
Overall: approx. 9 ft. 4 in. x 9 ft. x 5 ft. 8 in. 
Description:      
A granite monument set on two-tiered granite 
base and featuring bronze reliefs. On the 
front is a bronze tondo relief of the New York 
State Crest and bronze text plaque. On the 
back is a rectangular relief plaque depicting 
the charge of the 62nd New York Infantry 
recapturing cannons. 
Located Gettysburg National Military Park, 
Althoff Lane and Weikert, Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania 17325 
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Condition:      
Surveyed 1995 April. Treatment urgent. 
Gettysburg Battlefield Monument near Plum 
Run, north of the Wheat Field Road.    
 
Picture credits 
 
Statue of Morse “Wikimedia Commons” 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/comm
ons/4/4a/Morse_statue_72_jeh.JPG 
 
62nd New York Infantry Monument 
“Anderson Zouaves – Research” 
http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

    
 

4th ANNUAL SCHOOL OF 
THE SOLDIER 

 

 
 

Advanced notice is available for 
the upcoming School of the Soldier at 
Tarago, NSW. 
 Please find the event notification and 
registration link at: 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/livinghisto
ry/id9.html 

 
 

WHAT IS A ZOUAVE? 
 

 
 

The Wheeling, western 
Virginia Daily Intelligencer, 
published this now famous 

definition of the zouave 
in early 1861. 

 
"A fellow with a red bag having sleeves to it 
for a coat; with two red bags without sleeves 
to them for trousers, with an embroidered and 
braided bag for a vest, with a cap like a red 
woolen saucepan; with yellow boots like the 
fourth robber in a stage play; with a mustache 
like two half-pound paint brushes, and with a 
sort of a sword-gun for a weapon, that looks 
like the result of a love affair between an 
amorous broadsword and a lonely musket; 
discreet and tender -- that is a Zouave." 
   

"A fellow who can pull up a hundred and ten 
pound dumbbell; who can climb up an eighty 
foot rope, hand over hand, with a barrel of 
flour hanging to his heels; who can do the 
"giant swing" on a horizontal bar with a fifty-
six tied to each ankle; who can walk up four 
flights of stairs, holding a heavy man in each 
hand, at arms length; and who can climb a 
greased pole feet first carrying a barrel of 
pork in his teeth -- that is a Zouave." 
   
"A fellow who can jump seventeen feet four 
inches high without a spring board; who can 
tie his legs in a double bow knot round his 
neck without previously softening his shin 
bones in a steam bath; who can walk a 
tightrope rope with nine brandy cocktails in 
his stomach, a suit of chain armor outside his 
stomach, and a stiff northeast gale outside of 
that; who can take a five shooting revolver in 
each hand and knock the spots off the ten of 
diamonds at eighty paces, turning 
somersaults all the time and firing every shot 
in the air -- that is a Zouave."  
 
Daily Intelligencer, Wheeling, Western 
Virginia, Feb. 23, 1861. 
 
Source: 
http://www.oocities.com/Infantry8thMO/HT
M2zouave.html 

 
 

LUCRETIA MOTT’S  
ANTI-SLAVERY SPEECH 

 

 
 

Lucretia Mott was an 
outspoken leader of the anti-
slavery and women's rights 
movements in America. Her 

family were Quakers and she became a 
Quaker minister in 1821.  

Mott was active in the abolitionist 
movement in the United States before the 
Civil War. She helped found two anti-slavery 
groups, and was well known for her eloquent 
speeches against slavery. 

 
Remarks delivered at the 24th annual 
meeting of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery 
Society, October 25-26, 1860 
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From the "National Anti-Slavery Standard," 
November 3, 1860.  
 

[Lucretia Mott was glad that the 
resolution does not sanction the measures 
resorted to by John Brown, as in 
contradistinction to those approved by this 
Society, and by the American organization of 
which it is a part. Mrs Mott read from the 
Declaration of Sentiments what she said were 
her views, and what were at the same time 
the authorized views of this Society.]  

 
"Our principles lead us to reject and 

to intreat the oppressed to reject all carnal 
weapons, relying solely on those which are 
might through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds." We did not countenance force, 
and it did not become those--Friends and 
others--who go to the polls to elect a 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, 
whose business it would be to use that army 
and navy, if needed, to keep the slaves of the 
South in their chains, and secure to the 
masters the undisturbed enjoyment of their 
system--it did not become such to find fault 
with us because we praise John Brown for his 
heroism. For it is not John Brown the soldier 
that we praise; it is John Brown the moral 
hero; John Brown the noble confessor and 
martyr whom we honor, and whom we think 
it proper to honor in this day when men are 
carried away by the corrupt and pro-slavery 
clamor against him.  

Our weapons were drawn only from 
the armory of Truth; they were those of faith 
and hope and love. They were those of moral 
indignation strongly expressed against wrong. 
Robert Purvis has said that I was ‘the most 
belligerent non-resistant he ever saw.’ I 
accept the character he gives me; and I glory 
in it. I have no idea, because I am a non-
resistant, of submitting tamely to injustice 
inflicted either on me or on the slave. I will 
oppose it with all the moral powers with 
which I am endowed. I am no advocate of 
passivity. Quakerism, as I understand it, does 
not mean quietism. The early Friends were 
agitators; disturbers of the peace; and were 
more obnoxious in their day to charges, 
which are now so freely made, than we are.”  

 
[Mrs Mott concluded by expressing 

her pleasure that the resolution committed the 

Society to nothing inconsistent with the high 
moral grounds it had ever occupied. 
O'Connell had said that no revolution was 
worth the cost of a single drop of human 
blood. John Brown had well illustrated in his 
own case the superiority of moral power to 
physical power; of the sword of the spirit to 
the sword of the flesh.]  
 
Source: http://nedv.net/kids/usa.html 

 
 

MRS. PUTNAM’S BAKED 
BEANS (1860) 

 

 
 

Whilst attending the recent 
Taminick Military Encampment, 
Pierre, a fellow Zouave re-enactor (in 
the 62d NY Co. A. group) asked me 
about the food for the upcoming 4th 
School of the Soldier.  

He was very keen that there be beans, 
beans, beans and more beans on the 
cookhouse menu! So my dear Pierre, here is 
Mrs. Putnam’s baked bean recipe from 1860, 
from the online Civil War Cook Book Test 
Kitchen; 

 
Put a quart of white beans to soak in 

soft water at night; the next morning wash 
them out of that water; put them into a pot 
with more water than will cover them; set 
them over the fire to simmer until they are 
quite tender; wash them out again, and put 
them into an earthen pot; scald and gash one 
and a half pounds of pork; place it on top of 
the beans and into them, so as to have the 
rind of the pork even with the beans; fill the 
pot with water in which are mixed two table-
spoonfuls of molasses. Bake them five or six 
hours; if baked in a brick oven, it is well to 
have them stand in over night.  
 
Source: Mrs. Putnam's Receipt Book and 
Young Housekeeper's Assistant: New and 
Enlarged Edition. (1860). New York, 
Phinney, Blakeman & Mason. 

 
Modern-Day Adaptations:  In the days 

beforemechanical refrigeration was available, 
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"pork" was assumed to mean a product which 
had been smoked, dried or salted for 
preservation, either by the family at home or 
by the party which supplied meat to a city 
market. Fresh pork was available only in the 
fall when pigs were butchered, and even then 
only for a day or two since the meat would 
immediately begin to spoil unless cooked. If 
dried "country ham" style meat is used it 
should be soaked overnight to rehydrate it. 
 "Gashing" the meat was necessary to cut 
through the hard outer crust of meat 
preserved in these fashions.  

"Soft water" would most likely be 
rainwater captured in a barrel or cistern, since 
water from wells was usually of high mineral 
content and that from rivers likely to be 
polluted. Adding a teaspoon or so of baking 
soda (which was well known and commonly 
available in the 19th century) to the initial 
soaking water is often recommended when 
preparing baked beans as it hastens the 
softening process. 

We used a 1-pound bag of Great 
Northern dried beans; for the pork we used 
about a pound of jowl bacon, which might 
not be available everywhere. Regular bacon 
would work the same, as would ham hocks, 
leftover roast pork, or any other reasonably 
fatty cut which you find available. (Sorry, 
dieters--no way to avoid it in this case.) The 
rest of the recipe was followed precisely, 
except that the dish was cooked on top of the 
stove in a cast iron pot.  

Results: While the beans came out 
tender (a frequent challenge to those of us 
who rarely work with plain dried beans), a 
mere two tablespoons of molasses is not 
sufficient to make them as sweet as the 
modern palate expects baked beans to be. 
Those who like beans with onions should feel 
free to add one or two, finely minced, added 
at the point at which the dish goes on to 
bake… 

 
Source: 
http://www.civilwarinteractive.com/CWCBT
estKitBakedBeans.htm 

 
 
 
 

Advertisement 
 

The focus of 
Corps Sutler 
is to provide 
the best 
product for the 
best price. We 
research and 

develop 
products for customers. Please let us know 
what you are after.  

 
Most products listed are in stock and 

ready to be shipped. We offer bulk order 
discounts - email us for details. 

 
Discounts to members of; The United States 

Zouave Battalion, Living History Resource Group, 
62nd NYSV Anderson Zouaves groups (Australia, 
Germany, Spain and the USA), Pike and Musket 
Society, Living History Federation of Belgium, 
Australian Napoleonic Association, The Blue and 
Grey (Australia), Re-enacting Independently for Fun 
(QLD).  

 
If you wish to register your group for a re-

enactor discount, please email your group’s name and 
details to; corpsutler@yahoo.com.au 
 
Visit our website at; http://corpsutler.tripod.com 
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