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Detail of 95
th
 PVI Officer in abandoned Confederate works near Centreville, 

Virginia, one of three photographs taken by George Barnard in March 1862. 
(Library of Congress) 

See: http://www.53rdpvi.org/95th%20PVI/uniforms/95pvi-fieldstudy.htm 
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PRINCE NAPOLEON 

AND THE NEW 

YORK ZOUAVES 

from “Prince Napoleon in America, 

1861 – Letters from his Aide-de-

Camp Lt Col. Camille Ferri Pisani” 
 

� 

 

The Prince 

accompanied by Baron 
Mercier and Mr. De 

Montholon went to visit a 

camp of recruits on 

Staten Island, a large 
island at the entrance of 

New York bay… 

 The 

first 

companies 

we 

approached 

were 

Zouaves, 

almost 

entirely 
composed of 

Frenchmen. 

They immediately recognized 
the Prince and gathered 
around us. 

 This patriotic eagerness 
and improvised ovation were 

touching, especially coming 
from persons whose sensitivity 
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must have been dulled by their 
new environment. Frenchmen 

who come to the New World 

to make a fortune, and who, 

instead of working, put on the 
uniform of the Zouave and 

enlist for sixty francs a month 
in the Civil War are not, I 

believe, easily moved by the 
tender emotions of memory. 
We avoided asking them how 
and why they ended up 
putting on the turban on the 
shores of the Hudson instead 

of the cap on Place Maubert. 

A few, however, volunteered 

explanations. After the first 

effusions, and like real 

Parisians, they began to mock 
the cause they were serving. 
One said that his captain was 

a wigmaker. Another 
expressed the hope that 

Negroes would be distributed 
to Northern soldiers after 

being taken away from the 
South. In his eyes, the war was 
reduced to this question, who 
would have the Negroes? On 

the whole, they all seemed to 

have the same dislike, for as I 

listened to their remarks, I 

could not but be aware of the 

wide divergence in mores 
between these jesters making 
fun of everything and the 
Northerners, imperturbably 
serious and incapable of 

discovering ridicule within 

themselves or in others. In a 

word, these foreigners do not 
constitute a serious element of 

recruiting; they might be 
audacious partisans, but they 
will never be good regular 
army soldiers. As for the 

uniform of the Zouaves 

adopted by a few units, it will 
undoubtedly disappear. If in 

France it inspires respect by 
recalling some of her most 
glorious memories, in America 
it looks like a disguise for a 
masquerade. 
 

Text source: 

Pisani., C.F. (1960). Prince Napoleon 

in America, 1861: Letters from his 

Aide-de-Camp. The Gallery Press. 

London. pp. 77-79. 

 

Picture credit: 

http://www.nationalgalleries.org/ 
 

[Napoleon Joseph Charles Paul 

Bonaparte (1822-91), commonly 
known as Prince Napoleon was 

Napoleon I’s nephew. He became a 

pretender to the throne after 

Napoleon III's only son died in 1879. 
– Ed] 

SPECKLED 

ENAMELWARE    

by Sharon M. Bledisloe 

from The Citizens Companion 
 

� 

 

We’ve  all seen it in 

camps, cobalt blue and 
red with white speckled 

enamelware. Are they 
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authentic to the period of 

history we try to portray?  
The 1991 New 

Encyclopedia Britannica tells 
us that “porcelain enamelling 
is the  process of fusing a thin 
layer of glass to a metal 
object to prevent corrosion 
and to enhance its beauty. The 
base item is low carbon sheet 

iron formed in the shape of a 

utensil by pressing or drawing 
by spinning and by trimming. 
Handles spouts and ears are 

welded or riveted in place. 

The base item is cleaned by 
pickling in acid. A coating 
mixture of ground glass, clay 
and water is applied and dried. 

The ware is then fired in a 

furnace.” Other names for this 

cook ware are granite ware, 
agate ware, glazed ware, 
granite steel ware, enamel 
ware and speckle ware. 

Types of cooking 
utensils that were covered 

with this glaze were endless. 
Typical pieces were kettles, 
teapots, roasters, pots, pans, 

utensils, plates, cups, bowls, 

wash basins, pitchers and 

chamber pots. There were also 

butter churns, rolling pins, 
high chair trays, table tops, 
and toy cooking sets. 
Porcelain enamelware’s use 

was extended to stoves, 

iceboxes and sinks. After 

World War II houses were 

constructed of enamelled 

panels to provide affordable 

housing for returning veterans. 
When researching the origins 
of this versatile product, we 

can’t help but look at major 
phases in this modernization 

of domestic implements and 

equipment. The United States 
went through a traditional 
phase of development from 

our first settlement up to the 

mid nineteenth century. 
During this phase many 
household items were hand 

crafted.  

These items were 

crafted by traditional methods 
in use for many years. Many 
of these methods were based 

on those used in the 

craftsman’s homeland. It was 

during this period that we find 
the earliest record of 

enamelled iron in the 1803 

Encyclopedia Britannia. In 
1779, the Society for 
Emulation in Paris, France 

offered scientist and inventors 

a prize for a substitute for 

copper, tin, led or glazed 
pottery cook ware. A scientist 
with the Royal Academy of 
Stockholm, Sven Rinman 

experimented at this time with 

enamelling copper and 

hammered iron. Over the 

years, he preformed several 
experiments with problems 

experienced with adhering the 
glass to the metal. There is no 

mention if Rinman won the 

prize. The English Cyclopedia, 
after explaining Rinman’s 
experiments, briefly states that 
a Dr. Hinkling received a 
patent in 1799 for two 

enamelling methods of kitchen 

utensils. Limited manufacture 

of cook ware was made under 

this patent and then given up. 
We know no further 

information on this patent or 

its holder. 

Charles and Thomas 

Clarke in 1839 applied for a 

patent on enamelling. The 
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Clarke’s patent was quite 
detailed and they felt they had 
the process cornered. The 

courts in England felt 
otherwise and found that the 

formulas for enamelling were 
numerous and allowed others 

to use the process. In the mid 

nineteenth century and 
especially in the 1850’s the 
United States entered a 

transitional phase of 

development. It was during 
this phase that there was a 

great increase in 
experimentation and 

inventions. Many home 
devices were introduced that 

later became standard used 

items in many homes. Many 
inventions that were 

developed for industrial use 

were later applied to home 

use. During this period 
American industries began to 
specialize as for example, the 

Tinware industry.  
It was on July 25, 1848 

in New York, that Charles 

Stiemers applied for the first 

American Patent on 

Improvements in Enamels for 

Iron. There were several 

patents in the 1850’s for 

bonding enamel on cast iron. 
George W. Holly submitted a 
patent in 1857 for 

Improvement in Enameling 
Cast Iron. Several 

experimental methods of 

application and casting were 
tried during this period. 

The mid 1860s began 
the industrial phase in 

America. This period 

continued until World War I. 

It was during this phase that 
household devices were being 
machine made. New materials 

were introduced such as 

rubber, plastics, aluminium, 

wire and enamelware. This 

phase introduced systems to 
the home such as plumbing 
and heating.  

George A. Burrough 
entered a patent on May 30, 
1871 for enamelling such 

items as pipes and fittings, 
letters fro signs, submerged 
pumps and numbers or figures 
for identifying houses or 
streets. Many inventors or 
early industrialists imported 
enamelling technology from 
European factories to use for 

American domestic purposes. 

It was during this industrial 
phase that porcelain enamel 

ware was introduced to the 

American market. The St. 

Louis Stamping Company 
produced a cook book dated 

June 9, 1874 illustrating and 
listing uses of granite ware. 
Although the earliest patent 
by this company’s founders, 

Frederick G. and William F. 

Niedringhaus wasn’t recorded 
until May 30, 1876. 

The Niedringhaus 
brothers, Vollrath and Lalance 

& Grosjean were the early 
patent holders for porcelain 

enamel ware. They became the 
three largest manufacturers. In 
1876, at the Philadelphia 

Centennial Exhibition, 

porcelain enamel ware was 

introduced to the United 

States. In 1877 porcelain 

enamel ware was mass 

produced and flooded the 

American market. Most of the 

early porcelain enamel ware 
was a matted gray colour. This 

was the early etching method 
of manufacture. It was not 
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until the 1880s that the two 

and three step methods of 

enamelling were introduced 

provided us with bright cobalt 
blues and red with white 

speckles or swirls. 

Even though porcelain 
enamel ware was being 
manufactured in Europe 

earlier than 1877, it was not 

found in this country in any 
measurable quantities. The 
upper and middle class used 

porcelain china and iron side 

table settings. The price of the 
imported items were 

prohibitive to working class 
Americans. Nineteenth 

Century immigrant guides tell 
us that those arriving in this 
country were charged twice 
the worth of goods brought 
with them on the ship. 

Because of these costs, they 
were very selective as to items 
they brought over with them. 

Because of the blockade 

of the Southern Ports by the 
U.S. Navy, those persons 
portraying the citizens of the 
Confederate States of America 

would have had even less of a 

chance of obtaining European 
imports of this product. Also 

excavation of military sites 
and military collections show 
no evidence of Porcelain 

enamel ware used by the 
military of either army. A 
quote from Alison Brown, 
President of the National 

Graniteware Society sums it 
up: “Graniteware was actually 
first patented around 1847, 

but major production did not 
occur until the 1880s. Many 
movies with Civil War themes 

will include the large gray 
coffee boilers, and other 

utilitarian items as they ‘look 
good’, although they typically 
date post Civil War.” 

If our purpose…is to 

recreate the average or the 
norm of the period, not 

extreme examples, then we 

should not be using porcelain 
enamelware.  Porcelain 

enamelware is therefore 

inappropriate for use for those 

participating in living history 
programs in time periods 
before 1877. 

- Contributed by Bill Lincoln
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