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SCHOOL OF THE 

SOLDIER 
from our special correspondent 

 

� 
 

The 2
nd
 Annual 

“School of the Soldier” 

was held at the Briars, 

Oliver’s Farm (Camden 

NSW). 
 

Thirty-five members and 

guests enjoyed a weekend of 
company drill, camp cooking,  
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music, song and soldiers’ 
pastimes (including baseball 
and poker). Company F 
soldiers and camp followers 

worked tirelessly through-out 
the weekend, ensuring an 
enjoyable and pleasant 
encampment. 

Members of other 

groups, including Co. A and 
Co. D of the 62

nd
 NY “Re-

enactment” Club, Hunter 

Bushrangers and “Full Tilt” 
added to the School. It was 

gratifying to see that over half 
of the participants this year 
were newcomers to the hobby. 

The Company’s 
musicians and singers 
entertained during the School, 
with the sound of banjo, 
guitar, mandolin, jaw harp, 
harmonica, drum and fife.  

First Sergeant Billy 
Lincoln took the boys through 
Hardee’s drill, with an 

emphasis on march steps and 

open order skirmishing. 
Troopers Phil and Kath Oliver 

and Fiona Hudson and “Full 

Tilt’s” Rod and Michelle 

Walker kept the boys jumping 
with sudden and swift cavalry 
forays! 

QM Sergeant Davey 
Sanders, Private Nick Potts 

and Vivandiere Ricarda Reeck 

literally slaved in the kitchen 
tent and over the camp fire 

throughout the weekend. Even 
our young Colonel Dan Daley 
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produced his favourite chicken 

dish for the troops on Friday 
night. 

Private Jon Lawrence 

and his good lady, Mistress 
Terri provided traditional 

American treats from their 

family tradition, including 
corn bread, Boston beans and 

apple butter. 

Vivandiere Anna’s magic 
touch at the poker table on 

Saturday night, turned her 
initial $5 investment into over 

$100!   

A great weekend and 
our thanks to all members and 

guests who made the event 
such a success.  

 

 

 
 

THE DOG ROBBERS 

AT “MY SPACE” 
 

� 
 

The Company’s band 
“The Dog Robbers” now 
has a website at “My 
Space”. 

Follow the link below to 

view the music video made by 
Brother Dan Daley at last 
years’ Thanksgiving Dinner. 
 

http://vids.myspace.com/index.cfm?f
useaction=vids.showvids&friendID=45

7173232&n=457173232&MyToken=8a
7b37d0-48de-4535-9fd5-

cc47d10cd646 

 

 

OUR CAPTAIN 

SILVESTRE FLIES 

THE FLAG 
 

� 

 

Company F., it is 
always in my heart.  
     Last week was fantastic, 

we had all kinds of weather, 

rain, sun, wind, but it was very 
enjoyable.  
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     We are tired, because the 

festival was the 

whole week, with a lot of 

activities to do. 

     I send you this picture, 
just before the start of the 
battle against the “Moors”. 
     As the Captain of the 62nd

 

NYSVV Co F from Australia, 

I want to 

show the Australian 

flag in one of our activities. 
     Zouaves hugs for the all 
company, your Captain, Nacho 
Silvestre. 

 

ENGLISH BORN, 

AUSTRALIAN 

VETERAN OF THE 

PAPAL ZOUAVES 

by O. H. K. Spate 
 

� 
 

 
Australian veteran of the Papal 

Zouaves, George Collingridge 

George Alphonse 
Collingridge De Tourcey, 
(1847-1931), artist and 

historian, was born on 29 

October 1847 at 

Goddington Manor, near 
Bicester, Oxfordshire, 

England, son of William 
Collingridge, and his wife 
Louisa, née Maguire. He 
rarely used 'de Tourcey'.  

His parents moved to 

France in 1853 and he was 

educated at the Jesuit College, 
Vaugirard, and the Académie 
des Beaux-Arts, Paris, 

studying architecture under 
Viollet-le-Duc, wood-engraving 
and painting. Corot informally 
accepted him as a pupil, a 

very rare favour. In 1867, 
when Garibaldi invaded the 

Roman States, Collingridge 
joined the Papal Zouaves and 
took part in seventeen 

engagements, receiving no 
wounds but three medals, 

including the Mentana Cross. 

In 1869-70 he was back 

in Paris, returning to England 
after Sedan before settling 
again in Paris in 1872. 
Although he continued to 
paint throughout his career—
he held his last exhibition in 

1926—he now found his real 

métier in wood-engraving, 
then the staple form of 

graphics in such famous 
journals as the Illustrated 

London News and 

L'Illustration, for both of 

which he worked. Collingridge 
very probably engraved for 
Gustave Doré, and made many 
blocks from drawings by 
Daniel Vierge, especially in 
the great 1877-78 edition of 

Michelet's Histoire de France. 
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In 1878 Le Monde Illustré 

sent him to Spain with Vierge 
to cover the marriage of 
Alfonso XII. 

On the advice of his 

brother Arthur (1853-1907), 

also an artist, who was already 
in Australia, Collingridge 
migrated in 1879 to join the 
Illustrated Sydney News, in 

which he published the first 

picture of Jenolan Caves 

(1881), from Arthur's drawing; 
he also worked for the 

Australian Town and Country 
Journal and the Sydney Mail. 
He very quickly made his 
mark, gaining the first prize 
for xylography at the Sydney 
International Exhibition in 

1879; his view of Bathurst in 

1880 was thought to be the 
largest wood-engraving yet 
produced. Dissatisfaction with 

lay control of the existing 
New South Wales Academy of 
Art led the brothers to found 

the (Royal) Art Society of 
New South Wales in July 
1880, and in 1888 they 
launched the short-lived 

Australian Art, the first such 

journal in the continent. Both 
brothers taught in schools and 
technical colleges—George, 
who wrote a manual Form 

and Colour, at Sydney 
Technical College. 

On 23 November 1882 

at the Villa Maria Chapel, 

Hunters Hill, Collingridge 
married Lucy Monica 
Makinson, who bore him four 

sons and two daughters. He 
took up a small property on 
Berowra Creek; in Berowra & 

the Unsolved Mystery of its 
Amazing Ridge (1924) he told 
of finding that the 
Department of Lands had 

omitted four (6.4 km) or five 

miles (8 km) of foreshore 

from its maps. By 1895 he had 
settled at Jave-la Grande, 

Hornsby, where he published, 
irregularly, a journal called 
Progress, which combined real 

estate boosting for the new 
northern suburbs of Sydney 
with articles on Australian 

maritime discovery. 

This latter theme 

became an over-riding passion, 
and between 1890 and 1925 

Collingridge devoted two 

books and some thirty articles 
to establishing Portuguese 
priority. He based himself 
largely, but far from solely, on 
the maps produced at Dieppe 

between 1536 and 1566 

showing a large land mass, 
Jave-la Grande, in the right 
latitudes for Australia, but 

wrong longitudes. 
Collingridge's magnum opus is 
The Discovery of Australia 
(Sydney, 1895); the smaller 
First Discovery of Australia 
and New Guinea (Sydney, 
1906) was designed for New 
South Wales schools but, 

owing to a change in 
administration, not adopted. 

He amassed formidable 

documentation, especially 
cartographic, in support of his 
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thesis that the Portuguese had 
charted all but the south coast 

of Australia before 1530, and 

he put forward his views with 

great vigour and ingenuity; his 
skill as a draughtsman 
provided sometimes quaint 
illustrations to a lively if not 
always well-organized 
presentation. The analysis of 
the nomenclature on the 

Dieppe maps is thorough and 
acute, and since his work 

hardly any serious student, 
even amongst those who 
discount the evidential value 

of the maps, has disputed 

their Portuguese origins. On 
the other hand, his enthusiasm 

led him too often into special 

pleading, even into gratuitous 
attempts to discredit 

undoubted Dutch discoveries, 

and such extravagances must 
have contributed to his failure 

to obtain general acceptance. 
Nevertheless, it is now 

increasingly recognized that 
the cartographical core of his 
argument deserves more 
serious consideration than it 

received from orthodox 

Australian historians, with the 

partial exception of G. A. 

Wood (1865 – 1928). He was a 

prophet not without honours 

in countries other than his 

own: knight commander of the 
Portuguese Order of St James 
of the Sword (1908) and the 

Spanish Royal American 
Order of Isabella the Catholic 

(1917). In 1909 he was made 

the first honorary member of 

the (Royal) Australian 
Historical Society. 

Collingridge was a most 
versatile and active man, and 

the pseudonym he sometimes 
assumed, 'the Hermit of 

Berowra', was a distinct 

misnomer. He had six 

languages, plus Esperanto, and 
in 1908 founded one of the 

first Esperanto clubs in 

Australia. His later writings, 
privately published at Hornsby 
in the 1920s, are a strange 
medley, abounding in plugs for 
Esperanto and Portuguese 
priority and in the most 
bizarre puns. They include 
children's books—Alice in One 

Dear Land (1922) and 

Through the Joke in Class 
(1923), which may have had 
some appeal in their time; IT 

is Principally a Collection of 
Woodcuts (1924); Round and 

Round the World (1925-33), 

good humoured rambling 
reminiscences of travel; and 

Pacifika, the Antediluvian 

World (1928-30?), which seeks 

to show that 'Atlantis' was 

really in the Pacific and that 
all later civilizations were its 

offshoots. 

Collingridge died on 1 
June 1931 and was buried in 

the Catholic section of the 

Field of Mars cemetery. He 
was survived by three sons 
and one daughter. In his 
earlier days, his reputation as 
a wood-engraver stood high, 
but with the advent of photo-
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processing the demand and 
the reward for such work 

rapidly dwindled away. He was 

untrained as a historian and 

there was thus no check to his 

uncritical zeal for his theories. 

The impression remains, 

however, of a genial and 
engaging personality and a 
lively if undisciplined intellect. 
His talents were doubtless 

dissipated through a lack of 

rigour and by the pressures of 
work for a living on a falling 
market; but he deserves 

respect as a pioneer in the 

history of one aspect of 
Australia's origins. With all its 
flaws, The Discovery of 
Australia is certainly a 
remarkable work for its time 

and especially for its place, far 
from the great centres of 
palaeocartographical research.  
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Editorial Desk 

c/- Dave Sanders 

Email: blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F Living History 

and Research Group website 

http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

 

5th North Carolina State Troops 

Living History Group (our Rebel 
impression) 

http://meat_possum.tripod.com/5thnc

i/ 

 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F., HQ 

c/- William Lincoln  

P.O. Box 227., St. Peters. NSW 2044 

 

Living History Resource Group 
http://historyresourcegroup.tripod.co
m/ 

 

ZOUAVE! is a publication of the 

Living History Resource Group. 
Unless otherwise stated, all content 

is produced by the editor, David 
Sanders. 

 

 

 

Civil War 5 string open back fretless 
Dobson banjo 

 

Correction: In last month’s tribute 

issue to the late Jon Latimer, the 

caption on page 4 “Photo of Jon 
squinting at the camera: Taken June 
2006 at Kidwelly Castle by M 
Lincoln” should have appeared 

under the photograph on page 6.  


