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VALE GARRY MAPPIN 
 

 
 

It is with great sadness that this 
journal reports the passing of Mr. 
Garry Mappin last month. Garry 
passed away from complications from 
diabetes at Melbourne’s Austin 
Hospital, he was 56 years of age. 

Garry was well known and well loved 
in the living history community in Australia. 
He was involved in re-enacting many 
different eras, but he was most well known to 
our Company as the feisty Confederate 
senator for Georgia. Garry had a big heart 
and a dry sense of humour. He was always up 
for a joke and a laugh and took and gave a lot 
of gentle stirring from us Yankees! 

This great man will be sorely missed 
by all his friends in the living history hobby 
in Australia. I am glad I was able to see Garry 
at November’s Timeline Fair in Berwick and  
had hoped to see him at a few events this 
year. Sadly we shalln’t be able to call out 
“Hurrah for Dixie” to Mappo as we march by 



 2

his camp or stir him about his onetime role as 
US senator for Illinois.  

I extend on behalf of the Company, 
our deepest condolences to Garry’s family 
and loved ones, he will be greatly missed and 
we are all saddened by his passing. 
 
Find Garry’s memoriam page at the CHS website at: 
 
http://www.chsaustralia.org.au/html/mappo.html 
 
If you have a Facebook account, you will find a 
commemoration page “Celebrating the life of Garry 
Mappin” at: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/home.php?sk=
group_169960783048815 

 

 
THEODORE JOHNSTON’S 

DISCHARGE CERTIFICATE 
 

 

 

 
 

Member, Graham Brissett has 
acquired the discharge papers of 62d 
NY Co. B veteran, Musician Theodore 
Johnston. Graham has kindly supplied 
this journal with a copy of the paper, 

which I have partially transcribed 
below. 

 
CERTIFICATE TO BE GIVEN TO 

VOLUNTEERS AT THE TIME OF THEIR 
DISCHARGE TO ENSURE THEM TO 

RECIEVE THEIR PAY, &c. 
 

I certify, on honor, that Theodore Johnstone 
a musician of Lt. Bisbee’s Company (B.) of 
the 62d Regiment N. York (U.S.) Volunteers, 
of the State of New York, born in New York 
City, State of New York, aged 16 years; 5 feet 
3 inches high; dark complexion, grey eyes, 
light brown hair, and by occupation a sailor, 
(was mustered in service as a recruit, by Col. 
J.L. Riker, at Tennallytown, D.C. on the First 
day of November, 1861, to serve in the 
Regiment) for the term of three years or the 
war: and having served honestly and 
faithfully with his Company in Virginia, to 
the present date, is now entitled to a 
discharge by reason of Hernia of the right 
side... 
 
The certificate is signed by Lt. Bisbee at 
Harrison Landing on the 26th June 1862. 
 
See the facsimile at: 
http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/id157.html 

 
 

AMERICAN INDIANS IN THE 
CIVIL WAR? PETERSBURG 
NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 

IS PART OF THE STORY 
by Jim Bennett 

National Parks Traveler  
(17 December 2010) 

 

 
 

The 150th Anniversary of the 
Civil War is nearly here and a recent 
event at Petersburg National 
Battlefield underscored a bit of history 
that often escapes much notice—the 
role of American Indians in the 
conflict.  

Estimates of the number of American 
Indians who fought for either the Union or 
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the Confederacy vary widely; several sources 
cite numbers ranging from about 6,000 to 
over 20,000 men. One example occurred at  
Petersburg, Virginia, and that story has 
recently received some renewed attention. 

Earlier this month, descendents of 
Company K of the First Michigan 
Sharpshooters returned to the park to meet 
with Superintendent Lewis Rogers and his 
staff and pay homage to their ancestors. 
Company K consisted entirely of American 
Indians from Michigan who enlisted in the 
Union Army. 

According to information from the 
park, "The 1st Michigan Sharpshooters 
fought valiantly in every major battle in the 
Petersburg campaign. The American Indians 
were a memorable presence at the Battle of 
the Crater, where they were noticed for their 
composure under adversity. A Union officer 
described watching a group of them pull their 
jackets over their faces and sing their death 
chant when trapped in the crater under 
Confederate fire. When Petersburg fell in 
April, 1865, after a nine and half month 
siege, the First Michigan raised the first 
United States flag above the city."  

It's not hard to see how specific 
details about individual units get lost in the 
history of the Civil War, and even just at 
Petersburg. A park publication notes that 800 
regiments of nearly 160,000 soldiers served 
on both sides at Petersburg. That's a lot of 
history waiting to be told.  

The story of the men of Company K 
attracted the attention of the park staff as a 
result of a project at Poplar Grove National 
Cemetery, which is maintained by Petersburg 
National Battlefield. The cemetery is the final 
resting place of over 6,000 Union Civil War 
soldiers, and the tombstones lie flat on the 
ground. The park is in the planning stages of 
a project to replace the stones with new, 
upright markers that match the original Civil 
War design, along with other work to 
rehabilitate the cultural landscape. Studies for 
the project revealed that some of the men of 
Company K were buried at Poplar Grove.  

“So far, five named Indian graves 
have been identified, but there are probably 
more unnamed individuals that have not yet 
been identified as Indians buried here,” 
explained Julia Steele, the battlefield’s 
cultural resources manager. “Of all the  

Payson Wolfe – First Michigan Sharpshooters Co. K 
 

amazing stories that occurred here during the 
war, this is one of the most striking. When we 
started to research the role of Company K, we 
were touched by how deeply they were 
involved in the whole campaign.”  

When the park realized there were 
American Indians buried at Poplar Grove, 
Steele said “we contacted the tribes to 
arrange a nation to nation consultation on 
how to move forward with the cemetery 
restoration project under the provisions of 
Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act.”  

On December 1st and 2nd, 
representatives from those tribes visited to 
pay respects to the men who died here in 
1864 and 1865 and to consult on the project. 
The group included several descendents of 
Jacko Penaswonquot, one of the Indians 
buried at Poplar Grove, whose son also 
fought at Petersburg. 

Eric Hemenway, a tribal repatriation 
specialist who works with the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, is one of those 
tribal representatives. He thinks the 
communication related to the graves will 
usher in a partnership between the Park 
Service and the Odawa (Ottawa), Ojibwe 
(Chippewa), and Potawatomi tribes, the three 
main groups in Michigan. 

The tribes will be consulted when 
work occurs on known Indian graves and will 



 4

also provide information for further 
interpretive efforts. Hemenway would like to 
see an interpretive display at the cemetery 
mentioning the Indian graves and the 
contribution of the Indian soldiers to the war: 
“We want to have Company K’s story told 
from our perspective.”  

Hemenway notes that this is a story 
that's not widely known outside of Indian 
communities in Michigan. "It’s been a local 
legend passed down in our community,” he 
said, “but outside of our community, it’s like 
a secret. No one really knows about 
Company K.”  

Some people are surprised to find that 
Indians fought for either side, given their 
position in society at the time. “Their rights 
aren’t fully recognized, yet they voluntarily 
go and fight,” said Hemenway. “They 
weren’t drafted or forced...That’s kind of 
amazing. In 1820, the United States Army 
tried to push them out of Michigan, but 40 
years later, the men of Company K joined 
that same Army. They went above and 
beyond the normal call of duty,” he added.  

What did persuade these men to fight 
for a nation that did not fully recognize them? 
Hemenway thinks it was the “warrior culture 
within our tribe. These men had a long 
lineage of fighting for their homeland and 
rights.”  

Hemenway said, "there was also a 
fear that if the Confederacy won, American 
Indians would join African Americans in 
slavery. Mingled with that fear was the hope 
that, if they fought for the United States, they 
would gain the same rights white citizens 
enjoyed." 

The recent visit to Petersburg was a 
moving experience for the participants. “To 
me, this is great. "To me, there is no greater 
honor that to come here and shake hands with 
our ancestors in this way,” said Earl 
Meshigaud from the Potawatomi tribe. “They 
brought honor to their families and tribes.”  

He described putting tobacco on the 
graves of the Indian men. “My thoughts, my 
prayers, my feelings, everything I have goes 
into that...that’s our good-will offering to that 
person.” Meshigaud said the experience 
brought tears to his eyes. “We heal together. 
Through tears is another way of healing, but a 
lot of people equate that with sadness,” he 

said. “They know we’re here,” he added of 
the spirits of the men buried in Poplar Grove.  
Chuck Smythe, the ethnography program 
manager for the NPS Northeast Region, is 
assisting the park with the consultation, as is 
Margo Brooks, cultural resource specialist at 
Denver Service Center. “We’ve reunited 
them with ancestors who are here, who we 
just learned about,” he said walking amongst 
the graves. “We hope it will be the beginning 
of new connections.”  

“We’re just happy the park is being 
proactive and asking input from the tribes to 
tell their story,” Hemenway said. Despite the 
intervening century and a half, the tribes the 
men buried here belonged to are still very 
much alive. “We’re still here and we have a 
story to tell,” Hemenway concluded. 
The park website includes podcasts on the 
Battle of the Crater and Poplar Grove 
National Cemetery.  

Petersburg National Battlefield Park 
and Poplar Grove National Cemetery are 
located in south-central Virginia, about 25 
miles south of Richmond, Virginia. You'll 
find driving directions and other information 
to help plan a visit on the park website.  
 
Source: 
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com/2010/12/americ
an-indians-civil-war-petersburg-national-battlefield-
part-story7361 
 
Picture credit: 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wa
ukazoo/Payson.html 
 
Contributed by Neil Chippendale 

 
 

CODED CIVIL WAR 
MESSAGE DECIPHERED 

 

 
 

A message in a bottle delivered 
to a Confederate general during the 
American Civil War has been 
deciphered, 147 years after it was 
written.  

In the encrypted message, a 
commander tells Gen John Pemberton that no 
reinforcements are available to help him 
defend Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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"You can expect no help from this 
side of the river," says the message, which 
was deciphered by code breakers. The text is 
dated 4 July 1863 - the day Vicksburg fell to 
Union forces. 

The small bottle was given to the 
Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond, 
Virginia, by a former Confederate soldier in 
1896. 

Earlier this year the museum's 
collections manager, Catherine Wright, 
decided to investigate the wrapped note it 
contained. It was "just sort of a curiosity 
thing", she told the Associated Press news 
agency.  

When Ms Wright found that the 
message was coded, she asked retired CIA 
codebreaker David Gaddy crack it - which he 
did in several weeks. A Navy cryptologist 
later confirmed the interpretation.  
 
Source: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-
12079281 
 
Contributed by Neil Chippendale 

 
 

THE SITUATION IN THE 
COUNTRY  
(January 1861) 

 

  
 

As the Congress debated 
schemes of compromise which might 
induce union, the people’s conventions 
that had been called in the states of 
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia 
and Louisiana, one by one, passed 
ordinances of secession. 

These were passed in Mississippi on 
the 9th, Florida on the 10th, Alabama on the 

12th, Georgia on the 18th and Louisiana on the 
26th. Delegates were chosen from each state 
to come together in a convention to form a 
government for the confederate states. 
  At Charleston Harbor, on January 
11th, Major Anderson and Governor Pickens 
entered into a formal truce, whereby 
Anderson allowed ship passage through the 
harbor to continue, and Governor Pickens 
allowed provisions to pass to the fort as well 
as messengers and mail. 
  On the 14th of January, South 
Carolina Attorney General Hayne arrived at 
Washington and called upon President 
Buchanan with a letter from Pickens 
demanding possession of Fort Sumter and 
offering to pay fair market value under South 
Carolina’s eminent domain law for all the 
seized Federal property. It was agreed that 
neither side would change circumstances, 
regarding Sumter, as long as Hayne was in 
Washington. For two weeks, Hayne pressed 
Buchanan, supported by the southern senators 
still attending congress, and Buchanan 
resisted. Finally, on January 22, Buchanan 
responded to Hayne’s demand, through his 
new secretary of war, Joseph Holt, declining 
to accept payment for the Federal properties. 
  On January 22th, as he was rejecting 
Hayne’s offer, President Buchanan 
authorized the U.S.S. Brooklyn to be loaded 
with troops and provisions and sent to Fort 
Pickens, outside Pensacola Harbor Florida. 
The Brooklyn left Hampton Roads on the 
22nd, and arrived at Pensacola on the 29th. At 
the same time, Buchanan ordered all U.S. 
Navy ships withdrawn from foreign stations 
and concentrated in the Gulf of Mexico.  
  On the 19th of January, the General 
Assembly of Virginia appointed ex-President 
John Tyler a commissioner to the President of 
the United States to seek an agreement, to be 
mutually assented to by the seceded states, 
that the United States would abstain from the 
use of military force, pending the proceedings 
of a “peace convention” to be attended by 
delegates from all the states. President 
Buchanan decided to submit Virginia’s 
proposed agreement to the Senate, which he 
did with a message on January 28th. 
Professing to have no power to accept the 
proposal himself, he recommended to 
Congress “to abstain from passing any law 
calculated to produce a collision of arms 
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pending the proceedings contemplated by the 
General Assembly of Virginia.” But both 
houses of Congress ignored the proposal. 

Realizing that the truce between 
Governor Pickens and Major Anderson 
would expire by its terms on February 6th, 
President Buchanan wrote to Secretary of 
War Holt this note: 
  
           Washington,  

January 30, 1861 
My Dear Sir: 
  
It is time we should have 
decided whether it is 
practicable, with the means 
in our power, to reinforce 
Major Anderson at Fort 
Sumter. A plan ought to be 
devised in advance to 
accomplish this objective. I 
should be gratified to see 
General Scott, the Secretary 
of the Navy, and yourself, at 
noon today, to talk this over. 
  

            James Buchanan. 
  

At the appointed time, General Scott 
and Secretary Holt appeared at the White 
House, with a young man named Gustavus V. 
Fox who presented a plan. 
 
Source: 
http://americancivilwar.com/authors/Joseph_Ryan/150
-Year-Anniversary/January-1861/What-Happened-
January-1861.html 

 
 

TWO PRESIDENTS ELECT 
 

 
 

On February 11, two men left 
their homes for their respective 
national capitals. Jefferson Davis left 
his Briarfield Plantation in Mississippi 
for Montgomery, arriving at the 
provisional Confederate capital on 
February 16. Davis’s inauguration 
sparked mass celebrations throughout 
the South, and "Dixie," a northern 

song, soon became the southern 
anthem. 

Meanwhile, after delivering a farewell 
address to the people of his home town, U.S. 
President-elect Abraham Lincoln left 
Springfield, Illinois en route to Washington, 
DC. Along the way, Lincoln’s train made 
many stops and Lincoln gave speeches 
attempting to calm the fanaticism that was 
sweeping both North and South. In 
Pittsburgh, Lincoln declared, "There is really 
no crisis except for an artificial one!" Nearly 
a quarter million people gathered in New 
York City to greet the president-elect. But as 
he prepared to leave Philadelphia for 
Washington, trouble arose. 

To get to Washington, Lincoln’s train 
had to pass through Baltimore, an intensely 
pro-southern city. Rumours spread that 
Lincoln was targeted for assassination once 
he reached Baltimore. To thwart conspirators, 
Lincoln travelled through the city in the dark 
of night, arriving in Washington in the early 
morning of February 23. Lincoln was widely 
criticized for this undignified arrival in the 
nation’s capital 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: 
http://www.suite101.com/content/the-civil-war-in-
february-1861-a257846 
 
Picture Credit: 
http://www.civil-war-tribute.com/ 

 
 

MILITARY MUSEUM PUTS 
360,000 CIVIL WAR 
SOLDIERS ONLINE 

 

 
 

The New York State Military 
History Museum and Veterans 
Research Center is making capsule 
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histories of 360,000 New York Civil 
War soldiers available online.  

The entire roster of New Yorkers who 
served during the Civil War years, 1861-65, 
is now available online, as well as the five 
annual reports issued by the Bureau of 
Military Statistics from 1864 to 1868 that 
chronicle the accomplishments of New 
Yorkers in battle.  

The soldiers’ military records were 
recorded from 1893 to 1906 in 17 volumes, 
based on data from the New York Adjutant 
General’s Office and the War Department, 
the predecessor to today’s Department of the 
Army. These records have been posted in 
PDF format and are searchable.  
 
You can read more about the new database 
at: 
 
http://saratogian.com/articles/2010/12/29/news/doc4d1
a9e9c68a59541992529.txt.  
 
The database itself is available at: 
 
http://dmna.state.ny.us/historic/reghist/civil/civil_inde
x.htm  
 
Contributed by Neil Chippendale 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

4th Annual School of the Soldier – 
March 11th to Monday March 14th 
 
Please find the event invitation with online 
registration link at: 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/lhrg/id11.
html 

 

Advertisement 
 

The focus of 
Corps Sutler 
is to provide 
the best 
product for 
the best price. 
We research 

and develop products for customers. Please 
let us know what you are after.  

 

Most products listed are in stock and 
ready to be shipped. We offer bulk order 
discounts - email us for details. 

 
Discounts to members of; The United States 

Zouave Battalion, Living History Resource Group, 
62nd NYSV Anderson Zouaves groups (Australia, 
Germany, Spain and the USA), Pike and Musket 
Society, Living History Federation of Belgium, 
Australian Napoleonic Association, The Blue and 
Grey (Australia), Re-enacting Independently for Fun 
(QLD).  

 
If you wish to register your group for a re-

enactor discount, please email your group’s name and 
details to; corpsutler@yahoo.com.au 
 
Visit our website at; http://corpsutler.tripod.com 
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c/- Dave Sanders 
newyorkzouaves@yahoo.com.au 
 
Anderson Zouaves – Living History and 
Research Group (62d NYSVV Co. F) 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/lhrg 
 
The Dog Robbers – Company F Band 
http://www.myspace.com/thedogrobbers 

 
ZOUAVE! is a publication of the Living History 
Resource Group. Unless otherwise stated, all content is 
produced by the editor, David Sanders. 
 
 

 
 

62d NYSV “Anderson Zouaves” veterans 1913 
See: http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/id17.html 

 


