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CDV of William Knobloch – Co. F 62d NYSV 

http://mikemedhurst.com/Image_pages/11574SixtySecondNY.html 

NEW PICTURE OF 
WILLIAM KNOBLOCH 

(with thanks to Mike Minnett) 
 
 

 
Mr Mike Minnett sent a link to 

the image above, for sale at 
Medhurst and Co., Fine Images and 
Documents. It is a CDV of Co. F 62d 
NY veteran, William L. Knobloch. 

Medhurst and Co., offer the 
following description with the CDV: 
 
11574 62nd NY with 6th Corp Badge – 
CDV of William L. Knobloch of New York 
City enlisted as a 1st Sergeant  
presents him as a distinguished officer 
wearing a sharp mustache (sic), fine 
combed hair, and a stern stare as he rests  
his arm upon an ornately decorated chair.  

He mustered into “F” Co. NY 62nd 
Infantry in 1861 and was discharged in 
1864.  He was promoted to Sergt. Major, 
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2nd Lieut, and 1st Lieut. Signed on the 
back. Back marked R.A. Lewis  
New York.  $150 
 

 
 

THE ANDERSON ZOUAVES 
from the manuscript of 

Pocket History of the Anderson Zouaves 
Volume 2: In Pen and Press 

Edited by David Sanders 
 
 

 
In celebration of the 

Regiment’s 150th Anniversary, the 
ZOUAVE! is pleased to present 
material from the upcoming 2nd 
Volume of the Pocket History of the 
Anderson Zouaves. 

The ZOUAVE! will feature copy 
from this manuscript to celebrate the 
history of the Regiment, as a lens to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary 
milestones of the Great Rebellion. 

 
Son of the Emerald Isle  
[2 February 1862] 
 
[Special Correspondence of the Sunday 
Mercury.] 
SIXTY-SECOND REGIMENT 
(ANDERSON ZOUAVES). 
HEAD-QUARTERS, 
TENNALLYTOWN, D. C.} 
Jan. 28th, 1862. 
 
To the Editors of the Sunday Mercury: 

In our regiment there is a son of the 
Emerald Isle, who, by his original and 
peculiar manners, affords us much 
amusement. 

One dark night, daring the present 
wet and muddy season, Finnigan was on 
guard, and had been pacing up and down 
on his post for two hours, and nary a drop 
of whiskey in his canteen. 

At last, the relief-guard came 
round, much to Finnigan's relief. Finnigan, 
like a true soldier, brought them to a halt, 
and challenged, as usual, in his peculiar 
style. 

Upon ascertaining it to be the relief, 
he cried out, "Yees are wilcom, gentlemen, 
if iver mortal man was wilcom!" 

And, amid the laughter of the 
guard, he fell into his place in the rear. 
 
A.V.M. 
Letter to the Sunday Mercury, February 2, 1862. 

62nd NYSV Co I Homepage 
 
Note: The initials A. V. M. would seem to suggest 
that the writer of this letter was Albert V. Meeks the 
Captain of Co. G – John Tierney 
 

Muskrats  
[16 February 1862] 
 
Sixty-Second Regiment N.Y.S.V. 
Camp Near Falmouth, Va., Feb. 16.  
 

On the 2d we received two month's 
pay, and there was a good deal of murmuring, 
as five months were due. There is a rumour 
around camp that our corps is going to remain 
here while the rest of the Army goes to the 
South and Southwest. But Dame Rumor is a 
fickle jade, so we don't place any reliance in 
anything she utters. Thursday, last we started 
for picket on the river, in a heavy snow-storm. 
It wasn't bad enough to be out in the storm, 
but, as we passed the Reserve Post, we had 
such epithets as 'Cracker Hunters', 'Coal 
Heavers' etc., thrown at us. But it was through 
a mistake, they thought we were the One 
Hundred and Thirty-ninth (Persimmons) 
Regiment. We were on the reserve, at an old 
mill a little distance from the river. Very few of 
us slept that night, as the rain came down in a 
continual stream. I lay down under my rubber 
blanket to sleep, but I didn't sleep long, as the 
water began to get a little deep for me. I don't 
mind a couple of inches, but hang me if I can 
lie in it six inches deep! Friday night, a scared 
corporal being on guard at the river, and 
thinking he heard the 'Rebs' crossing, aroused 
the whole guard. Out they tumbled, with their 
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rifles in one hand, their shoes in the other, and 
put themselves in a listening attitude. The 
moon now appeared, it having been obscured 
by a cloud, and revealed to their anxious gaze 
ten or twelve large muskrats sporting on the 
ice. There was a general laugh at the Corporal, 
and the boys turned in to snatch a few hours 
more sleep.  
 
Yours, S.S.  
 
Sunday Mercury, c. February, 1863. 
 
Styple., W.B. (2000) Writing and Fighting the Civil 
War 

Dare-devil Dick 
[27 February 1862] 
 

...We have been out to Camp 
Tenallytown, where Brig.-Gen. Peck's 
Brigade is stationed, and we must say that 
the happiness of our excursion culminated 
at his headquarters. We found the General 
well, and everything in order of battle, 
ready to enter the "deadly breach," and 
destruction betides the foe that meets him. 
It is known that the General is very 
thorough in his command, and thorough 
generally; but as be is ever gentlemanly 
and generous to old and young, great and 
small, soldier and civilian, his brigade do 
not fail to recognize and appreciate him, 
and acknowledge his true-heartedness as a 
friend, his ability as a strategist, and his 
integrity as politician, statesman and 
soldier. His staff, Maj. Spencer, Surgeon; 
Capt. Morris, A. A. General; Capt. Silas 
Titus, A. D. C. and Quartermaster: Capt. 
Green, Commissary; Lieut. Charles 
Sterling, A. A. D. C, and Lieut. D. Lodor, 
A. A. D. C , are all agreeable and 
unanimous in the great work before them, 
and for courtesy, energy, bravery, and all 
the requisites for a belligerent or beatific 
life, as the case may arise, they need no 
advisers or reviewers. We had the pleasure 
of riding through the brigade with a portion 
of the staff, Capt. Titus leading off, which 
was a treat few outsiders ever get in this 
"vale of tears," or any other vale. We were 

greatly amazed at the order, style and 
discipline of the different regiments, and 
especially the "Anderson Zouaves," Col. 
Riker, and should "consolidate" with that 
regiment soon if long in its vicinity. The 
whole brigade call Capt. Titus "Dare-devil 
Dick," which needs no interpretation. I 
would only advise those who follow him 
up steep banks to never mind the bridle, 
but put both arms around the horse's neck, 
and they-will manage to keep up and come 
out as well as we did. 

The "Pennsylvania Thirteenth," a 
nice little sheet published in camp, 
contains the following: 
"Capt. Silas Titus, our worthy Brigade 
Quartermaster, was made the happy 
recipient of two handsome Presents, one of 
which was a beautiful meerschaum pipe 
and box of fragrant Turkish tobacco, the 
present of a well-known citizen of 
Pittsburg, Mr. V. H Garrard. The other, a 
beautiful and highly decorated bridle and 
breast strap, a present from the 
Quartermaster of the Thirteenth Regiment, 
Lieut. A. C. Day. May the worthy Captain 
long live to enjoy the rich fumes of the 
tobacco from out of his meerschaum bowl, 
and rein his noble horse with his beautiful 
bridle." 
 
Long live the Captain! 
 
- The Subsciber 
 
Syracuse Daily Courier & Union, No. 7, Thursday, 
February 27, 1862. 
 
Anderson Zouaves Newspaper Clippings. 62nd 
NYSV Co. I Homepage 
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62d NYSV VETERAN 
CHRISTOPHER 

CHARTERS  
by Joe Basso 

 
 

Christopher Charters was born 
on November 10, 1833 in Longford, 
Ireland and died February 23, 1919 
in Gridley, Kansas, Coffey County, 
Kansas.  His parents are unknown (at 
least I have not been able to anything 
about them), and he was of the 
Presbyterian faith, whose ancestors 
probably were part of the Ulster 
Plantation experiment of 
Presbyterians established by King 
James I.  

After about 100 years these 
Presbyterians found themselves 
discriminated against by both the Catholics 
and the Church of England in Ireland, and 
began to migrate to North America in three 
great waves and here they were called the 
Scot-Irish.  60% of all U.S. Presidents have 
some family connection to this group of 
immigrants.   In 1833, at 15 years of age, 
he immigrated to New York. 

On May 3, 1861, he enlisted in the 
62nd New York State Volunteer Infantry, in 
New York City.  His enlistment papers 
record him to be 5’4 1/2” tall, fair skinned, 
gray eyes with auburn hair.  His occupation 
was listed as a fisherman.  Newspaper 
accounts at the time stated that the majority 
of men in the regiment were firemen, but I 
have not been able to confirm this. 

According to Department of War 
records, he fought with the 62nd in all of its 
battles from the Peninsular Campaign 
under McClellan to the Wilderness 
Campaign under Grant, where he was 
wounded in his upper left thigh by a shell 
fragment at the 2nd Battle of Williamsburg, 
 Virginia (1864).  He rejoined his regiment 
during Sheridan’s Campaign down the 
Shenandoah Valley, Virginia, and 

continued with the Regiment until the 
battle of Sayler’s (Sailors) Creek and the 
surrender of Lee at Appomattox. 

His promotion account is as 
follows: 
Private in 1861 
Corporal April 1, 1862 
Sergeant  October 10, 1864 
Reenlisted at Brandy Station on January 
1st ,1864 as a veteran 
Transferred to Staff, promoted to Sergeant-
Major of Regulars and detailed to 
Commissary on January 14, 1865 
Mustered out with the Regiment at Fort 
Schuyler in 1865. 

Christopher married Rebecca Jane 
Cohn, of Indiana. in Gridley, Kansas on 
February 4, 1874, adopted her two sons 
from a previous marriage and operated a 
dry goods store in nearby Crotty, Kansas. 
He and Rebecca also had a son, Horace, 
born August 3, 1874. Christopher  was an 
elder at the Gridley Presbyterian Church 
and was also a member of Grand Army of 
the Republic, Post  #21 in Gridley. 

Rebecca died on December 6, 1903 
and Christopher remarried on May 8, 1905 
to Clarissa Johnson of Bluffington, 
Indiana.  Christopher died on December 6, 
1919 and was buried next to Rebecca at the 
Big Creek Cemetery near Gridley, Kansas. 
Clarissa received Veterans benefits of 
$20/mo., until her death. 

 
 

THE JOHN COOLEY 
QUESTION 

by Joe Basso 
(from email correspondence) 

 
 

 
I was reading through past 

issues of  ZOUVE! and in the April 
2010 (Number 35) there was an 
article by Bob Meaney on his 
ancestor, John Cooley who was 
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allegedly wounded during the Seven 
Days at Malvern Hill, and was sent 
to the U.S. General Hospital on 
David’s Island in New York Harbor. 

He was there for 5 ½  weeks for 
recovery and then Bob’s sources stated that 
John deserted.  He was asking for help to 
try to clear John Cooley’s name. I went 
into the New York regimental rosters for 
all New York Regiments and found the 
following; 
  
John Cooley, age 21 enlisted on June 14, 
1861 and was enrolled in Company G, 
62nd New York State Volunteer Infantry, on 
June 10, 1861 as a Private.  He was 
mustered out of service on June 29, 1864 
near Petersburg after serving his 3 year 
tour of duty.  There was no mention of 
desertion.  
  

In his article Bob mentioned a 
possible misspelling of John’s last name as 
Corley, but the roster show no Corley but 
two John Coreys, neither of which matched 
his ancestor’s military biographies.  To me, 
it looks like John was honorably mustered 
out of service.  State GAR records should 
be able to confirm this. 

I mentioned before about Bob 
Meaney’s search to disprove his ancestor 
being labeled a deserter.  In my research I 
found the website that he quoted, charging 
his ancestor. I have found two websites 
(one being from the New York State 
Military Museum) that seems to dispute 
that charge.  I continued to expand the 
research and I have come up with a theory 
regarding this incident.  In New York 
Regiments alone, I have found the 
following John Cooleys: 
  
5th N.Y. Heavy Artillery, 40th N.Y. 
Infantry, 6th N.Y. Heavy Artillery, 
80th N.Y. Infantry, 6th N.Y. Light 
Artillery and the 1st Regular N.Y. Veteran 
Cavalry, all have a John Cooley enlisted 
within their ranks.   

Some of these regiments served 
together in the same campaigns.   I have 

also found John Cooleys serving in Ohio 
regiments as well, and the South is simply 
riddled with John Cooleys.  Since the 
official rosters from the regiments were 
used by the War Department to verify 
pension requests, it seems to me that this 
would be a more accurate account, and the 
charge of desertion might be a case of 
paperwork error in the field.  

 
 

NEW INFORMATION ON 
62d NY VETERAN 

SOLOMON BERLIN 
by Joe Basso 

 
 

 
I was looking at the March 

2010 copy of the 3rd Annual School 
of the Soldier and came across the 
biography of Solomon Berlin.  By 
happenstance I had been researching 
him and came across some additional 
information on familysearch.org. 

According to the 1880 U.S. Census, 
he arrived from Wittenberg, Germany in 
1843 or 1844, and was discharged from the 
regiment for “disability” on November 3, 
1862.  By 1880 he had a spouse named 
Harriet and his father was living with him, 
named Moses Berliner, a “retired 
Saloonist.” 

His occupation at this census was 
listed as an owner of a “cheap clothing 
store” in Brooklyn.   His name was also 
listed on a website for Jewish-American 
Veterans.  
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LETTERS to the EDITOR 
 
 

 
From New York State Library 
 
Dear Mr. Sanders, 
  

Many thanks for posting in you 
newsletter updated information regarding 
the location of the Alfred Covell Woods 
diaries in the New York State Library.  I 
had also found article "Christmas in the 
Civil War” by Kevin Rawlings to be a 
delightful read, so I will share information 
about the Zouave! with others who may 
have interest. 
  
Regards, 
  
Fred Bassett 
Senior Librarian  
Manuscripts & Special Collections 
New York State Library Cultural 
Education Center 
Albany, NY  12230 
 

 
From Bayonne Historical Society 
 
Hello, 
  

I am the Vice President of the 
Bayonne Historical Society, Inc., and our 
community hosted Camp Lafayette for 
some of the Anderson Zouaves in the 
Saltersville village of our then Township of 
Bayonne at the start of the American Civil 
War. 

I am very interested in whatever we 
can “muster” about the Camp Lafayette 
encampment, and whether there are any 
Zouaves re-enactors here in the United 
States that I can contact… 

Please let me know if there are any 
existing contacts here, or what info you 
might have that pertains specifically to 
those encamped here in our community… 

I found a website with vintage 
photos, but I don’t know which men were 
here versus Jamaica, Long Island… 
  
Regards, 
Gerard Nowicki, VP 
Bayonne Historical Society, Inc. 
646-256-6607 
 
 
From Mr Joe Basso 
 

I am a retired History teacher in 
Kansas, and for the past 8 years, I have 
been using the uniform and the general 
history of the 62nd New York and the Army 
of the Potomac to present the Civil War to 
various clubs, organizations and 
classrooms in my area during the 
150th anniversary of the Civil War.   

In a vain attempt to find any 
information about an alleged ancestor in 
the 62nd, I decided to go through the 
regimental roster, find an appropriate 
individual, and develop a personae to use.  
This is how I came across Sergeant-Major 
Christopher Allen Charters, Army of the 
Potomac, 6th Corps, 3rd Division, 
3rd Brigade, Company C.   

While researching Christopher, I 
came across your website and newsletter 
and I thought I would share this 
information with you, if you are interested. 

If anyone within your organization 
has any information about Christopher 
Charters, I would appreciate them 
contacting me.  Hope this information 
helps. 

 
Joe Basso 
 
(Yes, Mr Basso, we are very interested. The 
information you have provided is valuable 
and builds on our knowledge of the 62d NY 
and its veterans. Mr Basso’s contributions 
are included in the paper this month – Ed.) 
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Advertisement 
 

The Sutler’s Store 
 

   

The Sutler’s 
Store was 
founded in 
1995 as a Civil 
War sutler. 
Since then we 
have been 
manufacturing 

and distributing re-enactment supplies to 
living historians. The increasing interest in 
WW2 and Napoleonic re-enacting led us to 
expand the range to supply these periods. 
Our Napoleonic reproductions and supplies 
are regularly sent to Europe, and North and 
South America. We attend most major 
events with our range of Napoleonic and 
WW2 reenacting supplies including our 
favourite, The Melbourne Arms and 
Militaria Fair (gun show) 

If you are searching for re-enactment 
supplies, and want to visit the sutler, look 
out for us at major shows. Alternately, the 
sutler offers mail order on most of our 
items. 

French Napoleonic re-enactment supplies a 
speciality. WW2 German always available. 
Commonwealth range increasing all the 
time. 

Buy the right gear the first time around and 
you’ll save in the long run. 

All prices are in Australian Dollars. Don’t 
see it listed? Feel free to contact us.  

Dealer enquiries welcome. 
http://www.thesutlersstore.com/index.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisement 

The focus of 
Corps Sutler is 
to provide the 
best product for 
the best price. 
We research and 
develop 

products for customers. Please let us know 
what you are after.  

Most products listed are in stock and ready 
to be shipped. We offer bulk order 
discounts - email us for details. 

Discounts to members of; The United 
States Zouave Battalion, Living History 
Resource Group, 62nd NYSV Anderson 
Zouaves groups (Australia, Germany, 
Spain and the USA), Pike and Musket 
Society, Living History Federation of 
Belgium, Australian Napoleonic 
Association, The Blue and Grey 
(Australia), Re-enacting Independently for 
Fun (QLD).  

If you wish to register your group for a re-
enactor discount, please email your group’s 
name and details to; 

corpsutler@yahoo.com.au 

Visit our website at;  
 
http://corpsutler.tripod.com 
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5th Annual   
“School of the Soldier” 

Presented by the 
62d NYSVV Co. F 

 

 
33rd NJ (early 1862) 

 
The 62d NYSVV Co. F invites you to 
attend the fifth annual "School of the 

Soldier" 
 

Friday 9th - Monday 12th March 2012 - 
(Victorian Labour Day Long Weekend) 

 
To be held at: The Kunz Family Property - Tarago 

NSW  
 

Proposed program at present includes; 
Hardee’s Drill 

Artillery School 
Union Army cooking 

Civil War Music and Song 
Baseball and other soldier pastimes 

Company pay day 
Historical Dissertation 

 
Bring: 

Uniform/Clothing 
Tentage 
Mess kit 

Musical instrument 
Civil War money/cards/dice 

 
Cost: $35 (fully catered) 

 
Please RSVP by March 2nd 2012  

(late registrations accepted via application) 
 

Contact:  
Pvt. Davey Sanders @ 

blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
02 48899823 
0425 319 857 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 

 
Editorial Desk 
c/- Dave Sanders 
blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 
Anderson Zouaves Research Group 
http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com 
 
Anderson Zouaves Living History 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/livinghi
story/ 
 
The Dog Robbers – Company F Band 
http://www.myspace.com/thedogrobbers 

 
ZOUAVE! is a publication of the Living 
History Resource Group. Unless otherwise 
stated, all content is produced by the 
editor, David Sanders. 
 
 

 


