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THE DEATH OF 

“STONEWALL” 

JACKSON 

 

from an article in “North & South” 

by James E. T. Lange and Katherine 
Dewitt Jnr. 

 

� 
 

On June 17, 1862, 

three of the eighteen 
children of Adam 

Layman, John, Jackson 

and Preston, were drafted 

into the Confederate army 
at Port Republic, VA. 

They were drafted into 
Co G. of the 10

th
 VA Infantry. 

By May, 1863, John had been 
shot for desertion, Jackson 

had been discharged non 

compos mentis and Preston (if  

we believe his statements 

during the last 30 years of his 
life), had shot at Confederate 

General “Stonewall” Jackson 
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in revenge for the execution 

of his brother, John. 

 “Stonewall” Jackson’s 

had two views of him, one was 

of serving under a competent 
general, the other was of a 
“martinet” who drove his 

troops on forced marches that 

led his men to be called 

“Jackson’s Foot Cavalry.” 
Where others may have 
thought this was a 
compliment, to Jackson’s men, 

it was closer to torture. 

In early July, 1862 at 
the battles of Cross Keys and 
Port Republic, Jackson’s 8,000 

men took 1,000 casualties 

dislodging Union General 
Fremont’s 3,000 men. These 

casualties meant that Jackson 

(a great supporter of the 
draft) had to conscript 

replacements. In Port 

Republic, Jackson’s men 

found the three Layman 
brothers. The Layman family, 
though they owned extensive 
property, did not own slaves 
and no Laymans had 
volunteered for the 

Confederate army. 
John, the eldest of the 

three brothers, was 34 years 
old and the father of young 
children. Two of his children 

had died a week apart of 

diphtheria the previous 

February. His wife, Martha 
was four months pregnant 
when he was drafted and with 

John gone, the family had no 
income. John’s Confederate 

army pay was worth less and 
less and it was getting hard to 
get any money home. Though 
a prosperous landholding 

family, they had fallen on hard 
times during the war. 

The Layman brothers on 
being drafted into the 10th

 

VA, with their new regiment 
were force marched east to 

defend Richmond in the Seven 

Days battles and then back 
west to Gordonsville to defend 

the Rapidan River. This all 

occurred at the height of 
summer, an area where 

summers can be hell. The men 

were exhausted and battle-

weary, Preston later said that 
they had been marched so 
long and so hard, he had to 
rub tobacco juice in his eyes 
to keep awake. 

John had been receiving 
pitiful letters from his wife 

about how she and the 

children were starving and 
sick. John had also received 

word from his relatives that 

there was a Union deserter 

hanging around Martha.  
On August 1, 1862, John 

and three other 10
th
 VA 

soldiers deserted. They were 
soon captured and the four 

men were court marshalled 

and sentenced to death. The 

charges against John also 
included theft of a horse. 
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 Theft of a horse was 

considered evidence of intent 

to desert, not merely being 
absent without leave, it was 

also theft of government 
property. 
 

“…men who 

desert their 

comrades in war 

deserve to be 

shot, and 

officers who 

intrude for them 

deserve to be 

hung.” – Gen. 

Jackson 

 

On the day of the 
execution

1, the 10th VA’s C.O., 

Lt. Col. Samuel Walker and 

the regimental chaplain came 
to Gen. Jackson and begged 
for leniency for the men. 
Jackson turned on Walker and 

said, “Sir, men who desert 

their comrades in war deserve 

to be shot, and officers who 

intrude for them deserve to be 

hung. Mr. Walker, I advise you 
to resign.” 

John and the two 

remaining deserters were 
executed at Mount Pisgah 
Church. They were forced to 
dig their own graves and the 
entire division was paraded to 

the sound of the Death March 

to watch the executions. After 

the men were shot, the 

division was marched past the 

open graves to view the 
bodies. Amongst those forced 
to march past the bodies, were 

the two younger brothers of 
John Layman. 

                                                 
1
 In the early morning of the 19

th
 August, one 

of the men (John Roadcap) escaped custody. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Col. Samuel Walker 

 

Years later, Preston told his 

family how he had vowed that 
day to avenge his brother’s 
death and how he had prayed 
to God that one of Stonewall’s 

men would kill the General. 

In late August, 1862, 
two of the court martial 

members (Col. Neff and Col. 

Bott) fell at Second Manassas, 

a soldier of the 10
th VA wrote, 

“Most of the soldiers looked 

upon the speedy deaths as a 
judgement.” 

On May 1, 1863, the 

Battle of Chancellorsville 

began. Around 6pm the next 
day, Stonewall Jackson’s corps 
made a devastating flank 
attack on the Union right, 
sending the Yanks pell-mell to  

the rear. The fighting ended in 
considerable confusion. Units 

became tangled up with each 

other and many officers lost 
track of who was where. 

Hours before, Preston Layman 
had reported himself wounded 

and no official notice was 

taken of his whereabouts for 

at least a day after that. 
After the fighting had 

died down that evening, Gen. 
Jackson and a group of 
officers, rode towards Union 

lines to reconnoitre. A soldier 
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of the 18
th NC Inf. quoted 

Gen. Jackson ordering his 
pickets, “You must watch and 

listen, and at the least noise 

fire.” 

The sky was clear and 
the moon nearly full, when at 
about 9.30pm, on his way back 
from their reconnaissance 

Gen. Jackson turned his horse 

onto the plank road, a single 
shot rang out. Observers took 
note that the shot was heard 

as Gen. Jackson himself made 

a move and some wondered if 

it was a coincidence. Several 

more shots answered. The 18
th
 

NC in the shadowed woods 

assumed the were being fired 
on by Yankee cavalry and 
began volley firing. 

Gen. Jackson’s horse 

was spooked backwards 

towards Union lines and 

Jackson, wounded in the left 

arm, tried one-handedly to 
turn him back, but failed. 

Others brought the horse 
(Little Sorrel) under control 

and helped the general back to 
the lines through friendly and 
some enemy fire. 

Lt. Joe Morrison 

(Jackson’s brother-in-law), his 

own horse shot out from 

under him, ran through the 
gun fire, waving his hands 
above his head, shouting, 
“Cease firing, you are firing 
into your own men.” The 
major commanding the 18th

 

NC shouted, “It’s a lie, pour it 

into them boys,” and they did! 
When the firing finally ceased, 
seventeen horses and twelve 

officers lay wounded or dead 
along the dirt road. 

Gen. Jackson had 

received three bullet wounds. 

One ball had shattered his 

upper left arm, another had 

entered his left forearm and 

exited his wrist and a third 

had passed through his right 
palm and lodged against the 
back of his hand. One wound 

(at least) was a .577calibre 

musket ball (of the kind used 

by the Rebels). Jackson died a 
week later of fever and 

pneumonia. 

Thirty years later, 
Preston Layman claimed to 
his family that he was the one 
who fired the first shot, that 

triggered the volley that 
spooked the 18th

 NC into 

pouring fire into Jackson and 
his officers. 

Preston told the story 
over and over for the last 

thirty years of his life. To this 
day, most of those in the 
Shenandoah Valley who know 

the story, believe it. Mary 
Marie Arrington (a local 
historian) said to the authors 

of this article, “Stonewall 

Jackson is much admired, but 

not in this part of the world. 

People here think John 

(Layman) was wrongfully shot 
and Preston did right.” 

Whether Preston fired 

the shot or not is an intriguing 
question. Theoretically, that 
evening he should have been 
with Warren’s Brigade of 
Colston’s Division, almost a 

mile behind the front, but 

there is no record of his exact  

location at the time of the 

“friendly fire” incident. 
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Preston was later 

captured (along with 64% of 
the 10

th VA) at Spotsylvania 
on May 12, 1864. He spent the 
rest of the War as a prisoner 

at Elmira, NY. He was 

released with two days rations 
and a rail ticket to Orange 
Courthouse, after taking the 
Oath of Allegiance on June 
27, 1865. 

He applied and received 

a Civil War pension from the 

Commonwealth of Virginia in 
1916 (aged 76 years old). He 
died, age 84 and is buried near 
his old home at what is now 

South Peak of Massanutten 

Mountain, near McGaheysville. 
Preston never claimed 

to have actually hit Jackson, 
just that he fired the first 
shot. When questioned he 
would reply, “I was given the 
chance,” Jackson had given 
orders to kill anyone on that 
road and “there he came 

riding over it.” 

Preston Layman, aged 82 

 

For the full article, please see; 

Lange., J.E.T. and Dewitt Jnr., K 
(1999). Was Stonewall Jackson 

Fragged? North & South. April. Vol. 

2. No. 4. pp. 10 – 15 

 

10
th Virginia Flag picture source; 

http://www.the10thvirginia.org/histor
y.htm 

 

Gen. Jackson picture from National 

Archives 

 

Lt. Col. Samuel Walker photograph 
source; 

http://www.emmitsburg.net/archive_l
ist/articles/history/civil_war/sam_wal
ker_photo.htm 

 

Preston Layman picture from Frank 
Martz Collection as published in 

North & South magazine. 
 

FRENCH BORN, 

AUSTRALIAN 

PRIEST, VETERAN 

OF THE PAPAL 

ZOUAVES    

by John Hosie 

 

� 

Pierre François Le 
Rennetel, (1851-1904), Marist 

Father, was born on 30 April 

1851 in the parish of La 

Boussac, Brittany, France, son 
of Pierre Le Rennetel, farmer, 

and his wife Perrine Victoire, 

née Aubin. Brought up at St 
Malo, he was educated at the 

minor seminary at St Meen. 
His studies for the priesthood 

at the Marist seminary at 
Lyon were interrupted when 
he joined the French corps of 
Papal Zouaves raised by 
Charette during the later 
stages of the Franco-Prussian 

War. In 1872 he entered the 

Marist scholasticate at Belley 
and on 2 October 1873 was 

professed at Ste Foy-les-Lyon, 
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A Papal Zouave 

continuing his studies there. 
He studied theology at Belley 
in 1875-76 and at St Mary's 
College, Dundalk, Ireland, 
where he was ordained priest 

on 24 August 1877 and taught 
for two years. 

Le Rennetel had applied 

for a Pacific islands 

appointment, but was sent 

instead to Sydney where he 
arrived in November 1879. 

After a short time at St 

Michael's, Cumberland Street, 

he was transferred to St 

Patrick's, Church Hill. In 1883, 

while Dr Gillett was overseas, 

he acted as rector of St John's 

College, University of Sydney. 
He refused permanent 

appointment, but remained a 

fellow, and was appointed in 

November 1883 parish priest 

of St Patrick's, where he 

remained until his death. He 

was regarded highly by 
Cardinal Moran (1830 – 1911) 

who made him a diocesan 

consulter and considered him 

for the diocesan seminary he 
was planning. In 1886 Le 
Rennetel had to go to some 
lengths to counter Moran's 
nomination of him as a 

bishop. 

Efficient at managing 
finances, Le Rennetel built a 

convent for the Sisters of 

Mercy, assisted the Marist 
Brothers with their monastery, 
pushed through the 
construction of Federation 

Hall and built a presbytery for 
the priests. 'His sound 

common sense, wide 

knowledge of the world, high 
culture, and marked ability in 
the pulpit' helped to make St 

Patrick's an extraordinary 
centre of devotion and the 

Marists gave a valuable 
French element to a 

predominantly Irish-Australian 

Church. He supported Home 

Rule, and genuinely loved the 
Irish, who affectionately 
referred to him as 'Father 

O'Rennetel'. 

During the 1890s 
depression Le Rennetel, with 

Fathers Ginisty and Jean 
Pierre Piquet (1853 – 1936), 
unstintingly worked for the 
unemployed and destitute, 
many of whom lived at The 

Rocks. He claimed not only to 
know all his poor parishioners 
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but also most of the Chinese 

in the area. He actively and 
practically encouraged young 
men's associations and liked to 

boast of his young men. 

In 1898 Le Rennetel 

went to Europe for a break: 

extraordinary tributes and 
affectionate farewells testify 
to his popularity. Similar 
tributes marked his return in 

February 1899 and silver 
jubilee as a priest in 1902. 
Dark with an aquiline nose 
and flowing beard, Le 
Rennetel was a witty, sought-
after speaker, also highly 
regarded within the French 
community. He gave retreats 
and missions in all New South 

Wales dioceses and also 

preached in Queensland, 

Tasmania and New Zealand. 

He suffered from disseminated 

sclerosis and died of cerebral 

haemorrhage on 25 July 1904 
at St Patrick's presbytery. 
After a funeral attended by an 
estimated 40,000 people he 

was buried in Waverley 
cemetery.  

Select Bibliography  

Freeman's Journal (Sydney), 21 May 
1898, 11 Feb 1899, 30 Aug 1902; 
Catholic Press, 9 Aug 1902, 28 July, 
4 Aug 1904; Le Rennetel personal 
file (Archives of the Marist Fathers, 

Rome).  

Print Publication Details:::: John 

Hosie, 'Le Rennetel, Pierre François 
(1851 - 1904)', Australian Dictionary 
of Biography, Volume 10, Melbourne 

University Press, 1986, pp 76-77.  

See: 

http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/ex

plore/A100072e.htm 

Picture source: 

http://www.phatmass.com/phorum/lo

fiversion/index.php/t76333.html 
 

TWO SIZES – TOO 

BIG & TOO SMALL    

from - George W. Peck, How Private 

Geo. W. Peck Put Down the 

Rebellion, Chicago, 1887. 
 

� 

George W. Peck 

Something happened 
that I was unable to be 

present the first forenoon 

that clothing was issued, 
and, when I did call upon 
the quartermaster-
sergeant, there was only 
two or three suits left… 

I can remember now 

how my heart sank within me, 
as I picked up a pair of pants 

that was left. They were 
evidently cut out with a buzz-
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saw, and were made for a man 

that weighed three hundred 
[pounds]. I held them up in 

instalments, and looked at 

them. Holding them from the 
top, as high as I could, and the 
bottom of the legs of the 

pants laid on the ground.  
The sergeant charged 

the pants to my account, and 
then handed me a jacket, a 
small one, evidently made for 
a hump-backed dwarf. The 

jacket was covered with 
yellow braid. O, so yellow, that 
it made me sick. The jacket 
was charged to me also. 

Then he handed me 

some undershirts and drawers, 

so coarse and rough that it 
seemed to they must have 
been made of rope, and lined 

with sand-paper. Then came 

an overcoat, big enough for an 
equestrian statue of George 
Washington, with a cape as big 
as a wall tent. 

The hat I drew was a 

stiff, cheap, shoddy hat, as 
high as a tin camp kettle… 
The hat was four sizes too 

large for me. Then I took the 
last pair of army shoes there 
were, and they weighed as 
much as a pair of anvils, and 

had raw-hide strings to fasten 
them with. 

 

Source: 

Katcher., P (1994) The American 

Civil War Source Book. Arms and 

Armour Press, London, p.156. 

 

Picture source and brief biography: 
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgi-
bin/wiacrev/wiacrev-

idx?type=HTML&rgn=DIV1&byte=59
8539&q1=&q2=&q3= 

Original work available at: 
http://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/prod
uctcart/pc/viewPrd.asp?idproduct=72

&IDCategory=4 
 

 

150TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE BATTLE OF 

MANASSAS 
from Shaun Grenan (Zouave 

Reenactors List) 

 

� 

 

Zouaves, it's never to 

early to start putting your 
Fire Zouave kit together 
for the 150th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Manassas! 

It's relatively 
inexpensive, and very easy to 
do! The majority of Zouave 

Reenactors will only need to 
aquire dark blue trowsers (or 

even gray ones, with a blue 
stripe on each leg), and they're 
set! No leggings, turbans, 
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jackets, fireman's belts, 
jambieres, etc. needed!  

For more information 

and historical documentation, 

please visit: 

 

http://www.myrtle- avenue.com/ 

firezou/impressi on.html 

 

Regards, 
Shaun 
 

 

McCLELLAN’S WILD 

INDIANS 
from the research desk of  

John Tierney 
 

� 

 

In a letter from a 

member of the 62d NYSV, 

Abraham T. Perinne, tells 

his cousin about the 

nickname General 

McClellan had for the 

Regiment. 
Perinne, (who was the 

ensign of the regiment and 
also the first Union soldier to 

place a Federal flag on the 
battlements of Fort Magruder 
after the Battle of 

Williamsburg) says in the 

letter written to his cousin 

Hen (Henry), that McClellan 

refers to the men as 

"McClellan's Wild Indians".  

 

At first I dismissed this 

as perhaps a term that may 
have been used by McClellan 
for the soldiers of the Army 
of the Potomac in general. 
However, I went back, 

recently, and reread the letter  

 

and Perinne seems to be quite 
specifically referring to the 

Anderson Zouaves. 

 

The letter was written 

from Tennallytown in early 
1862 and it is possible, that as 

this was the period in which 

the 62nd attained its notoriety, 
that "McClellan's Wild Indians" 

was the name given to the 
Anderson Zouaves specifically 
because of their outrageous, 
anti-social behaviour.  

A Google search does not 
show the term showing up 
anywhere on the internet. If it 
was a general term used for 
the rest of the Army of the 
Potomac then one would 

expect it to come up in 

reference to at least one 

regiment.  
 

Thus, in conclusion, it is 

very likely that the Anderson 
Zouaves were known about 

Washington in early 1862 as 
"McClellan's Wild Indians". So 
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work that into your Company 
"F " impression if you like… 

 

Picture credit: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/232630

04@N07/2236007608 

 

 

THE PAPAL 

ZOUAVES 
The New York Times 

February 23, 1868, Wednesday 
 

� 

 

Celebration of High 
Mass at St. Peter's Church 

- An Address by 
Archbishop McCloskey-
Departure of the Zouaves 
for Europe. 

Yesterday morning at 
7:30 o'clock St. Peter's Church, 

Barclay-street, was well filled 

by both sexes, on the occasion 
of the celebration of a Solemn 

High Mass in behalf of the 
Papal Zouaves, en route from 

Canada to Rome to join the 
Pontifical Army. The Zouaves, 
numbering 130, and in full 
uniform, occupied reserved 

seats on each side of the 

middle aisle. 
 

Source: 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract
.html?res=9500E1D71630EE34BC4B

51DFB4668383679FDE 

 

 

           

One CSA cent 

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 
 

� 
 

Editorial Desk 

c/- Dave Sanders 

Email: blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 

62
nd
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http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

 

5th North Carolina State Troops 

Living History Group (our Rebel 
impression) 

http://meat_possum.tripod.com/5thnc

i/ 
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nd NYSVV Co. F., HQ 

c/- William Lincoln  

P.O. Box 227., St. Peters. NSW 2044 

 

Living History Resource Group 
http://historyresourcegroup.tripod.co
m/ 
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