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In celebration of the 

Regiment’s 150th Anniversary, the 
ZOUAVE! is pleased to present 
material from the upcoming 2nd 
Volume of the Pocket History of the 
Anderson Zouaves. 

The ZOUAVE! will feature copy 
from this manuscript to celebrate the 
history of the Regiment, as a lens to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary 
milestones of the Great Rebellion. 

 

I Began to Feel the Duties of a 
Soldier  
[13 October 1861] 
 
[Special Correspondence of the Sunday 
Mercury.] 
ANDERSON ZOUAVES. 
Camp Holt, Washington.} 
October 8th, 1861. 
 
To the Editors of the Sunday Mercury. 

Having a little time to spare, I 
thought that I would give your readers 
some idea of our camp life. 

This regiment, at the present time, 
numbers nearly the full standard, and its 
officers, no doubt, rank second to none, 
although I must say, that there was some 
little difficulty and delay in the War 
Department in recognizing us, but we have 
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at last arrived at the seat of war as efficient 
a body of men as there is in the three year 
service. 

With such men as Colonel Riker 
and Lieut. Colonel Tisdale,* and Major 
Dayton, at our head there is no doubt but 
we will prove ourselves very troublesome 
to the enemy. As for the Adjutant Scullen, 
too much cannot be said, for he is a 
gentleman and a soldier in every respect. 

It is true that we have met with a 
great many accidents in our organization, 
but our friends and the public have every 
confidence that we will do our duty. We 
are at the present in Peck’s Brigade, which, 
in part, is composed of the Anderson 
Zouaves, Fifty-fifth New York State 
Volunteers, Sixth New Jersey Volunteers, 
and the Thirteenth Pennsylvania State 
Volunteers, all healthy and hardy young 
men, ready at the commander’s call. 

Last week we were reviewed by the 
president, and he has every confidence in 
us. 

Yesterday we were reviewed by 
Prince De Joinville and Gen. Peck and 
Staff. 
We were encamped on Riker’s Island for 
some six or seven weeks, which place we 
started from on the 21st of August, at 9 
o’clock p. m., on the steamer Kill Von 
Kull, thence to Elizabethport, where we 
took the cars for Baltimore, where we 
arrived on the 22d at 9 a. m. We marched 
through the principal streets to the upper 
depot, cheered along the way by the old 
and the young. We took the cars for 
Washington at 1 o’clock the same day, and 
arrived there on the 23d, at 11 p. m., where 
we took our suppers and retired (on the top 
of a hill ) for the night. When we arose in 
the morning  I began to feel the duties of a 
soldier.  We had our breakfast  and the 
boys took to rambling  through the city and 
the Capitol – the latter place they seemed 
to admire very much – and about 1 o’clock 
the line formed on B street, and we took up 
our line of march for Meridian Hill, better 
known as Camp Cameron, where we 
arrived about 5 o’clock p. m., when we 

were reviewed by Secretary Seward. At 6 
o’clock we pitched our tents and retired for 
the night. We were encamped there for five 
weeks, which the boys enjoyed until they 
got paid ; some of them, tired of camp life, 
rambled toward the city for a few hours 
leisure, where, I must say, they behaved 
themselves very well, the provost guard 
were very vigilant in arresting every one in 
uniform that did not have a pass. 

On the 10th of September we got 
our orders to strike tents and march for our 
present encampment which is on the 
outskirts of Washington, in a small village 
called Kalorama. It is very healthy and 
pleasant, although the nights are cool. 
As regards our rations, we can’t complain, 
considering the present state of affairs. The 
reveille beats at 5 o’clock a. m., battalion 
drill at 10 o’clock a. m. and 3 o’clock p. 
m., dress parade at sunset, tattoo at 9½, and 
taps at 10 o’clock. 

We are at present ready to march at 
a moment’s notice and the boys are 
anxious to try themselves. 
 
Fifth Ward, M. C. 
 
* This officer has since resigned 
Letter to the Sunday Mercury, October 13, 1861. 

62nd NYSV Co I Homepage 

A Rebel Spie Was Taken  
[21 October 1861] 
 
Monday 21st  
 

Our company were on guard duty 
today. A rebel spie was taken today and put 
under arrest and taken to Washington by two of 
our boys. It is pretty cold and it is going to rain 
tonight. There is a big fight going on across the 
river we have had marching orders. 
 
Tierney, J. (2007). 1861 Civil War Diary of Private 
Alfred Covell Woods. 
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Uniform and Arms of the 
Anderson's Zouaves, N.Y.S.V.  
[22 October 1861] 
 

The Anderson's Zouaves, N.Y.S.V., 
under the command of Colonel John Lafayette 
Riker, left camp Astor, Riker's Island, for 
Washington. The uniform of the Zouaves is 
dark blue loose jackets, and light blue baggy 
trowsers. For head covering, a part of the men 
have the red fez, with blue tassle, and the other 
dark blue caps. Their arms are the old, smooth-
bore muskets, with shank bayonets, and 
percussion locks altered from flint locks - N.Y. 
Tribune, 22 August 1861 
 
Moore, F. (1862). The Rebellion Record  
 
Google Books 

 

The Farmers Are Very Kind 
[23 October 1861] 

 
Wednesday 23rd [October 1861] 
 

Our company are on picket duty. I am 
about 7 miles from camp and having a good 
time. The farmers are very kind and have 
brought us some cabbage and potatoes for 
dinner and supper. Report is that Genl. Banks 
is surrounded. 
 
Tierney, J. (2007). 1861 Civil War Diary of Private 
Alfred Covell Woods. 62nd NYSV Co I Homepage 

 
 

THE COLONELS OF THE 
REGIMENT 

 
 

 
JOHN LAFAYETTE RIKER 

19th April 1861 to 31st May 1862 
 
John Lafayette Riker was born 

in 1828 into a famous New York 
family, the second son of James 
Riker a merchant and landowner.  

The Rikers traced their lineage 
from an Abraham Rycker, of Amsterdam, 
an armorer in the Dutch service, who came 
to America with Wilhelm Kieft in 1638. 
The Riker family home was on Delancey 
Street, Manhattan in an area which today is 
known as the Lower East Side. The family 
was without a doubt connected with New 
York's wealthy and influential elite, with 
Riker's father having once been a member 
of the City's Common Council. Riker's 
eldest brother James went on to become 
the foremost genealogist of his day and in 
the years after the Colonel's death he 
continued John Lafayette's legacy in his 
patriotic activities with the Anderson 
Zouaves Veterans Association.  

Riker's early years are not well 
known and it is not until the 1840's that he 
emerges when marries his first cousin 
Anna E. Elder. Anna was the eldest 
daughter of John Lafayette's Aunt, Hannah 
E. Riker, who was the younger sister of his 
father, James. Some time in 1848 James 
Riker Snr, moved his whole family out of 
Delancey Street and into a new residence 
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in Harlem. At the same time Anna gave 
birth to her first child, a girl, which, 
according to Riker custom, was dutifully 
named after her mother and so became 
Anna E. Riker. A year or two later she 
gave birth to her second child, this time a 
boy, who, following the same tradition, 
was named John L. Riker Jr.  

Life must have seemed good for 
John Lafayette. At the age of 22 he had a 
wife and two children and with law being 
one of the natural habitats of the Riker 
family he contemplated a career as a 
lawyer. As a gentleman and a member of a 
good New York family Riker would have 
been expected to attend church regularly 
and to contribute to the common good of 
the city. And so it was that Riker attended 
the Harlem Presbyterian Church on 127th 
Street a couple of blocks from the family 
home on Fifth Ave and 125th street. He 
also, it seems, fulfilled his civic duty by 
volunteering his service to the Mechanics 
Hook & Ladder Company No 7, which had 
its headquarters nearby on the corner of 
Third Ave and 126th Street.  

The volunteer fire fighters were a 
strong political faction associated with the 
Democratic Party and so, like other 
members of the Riker family, we can 
assume that John Lafayette was probably 
anti-Lincoln and politically opposed to the 
state legislature, which was dominated by 
the Republican Party.  

In 1851 the life of the young John 
Lafayette Riker started to fall apart. Firstly, 
his wife Anna died of the mysterious 
malady of hysteria. A year later, Riker's 
father died. Finally in 1854 his young son, 
John L. Jnr., died of congestion of the 
brain. Riker looked to his mother for 
support and continued to live with her, his 
daughter, his brother James and his other 
siblings under the one roof in Harlem for 
the next five years or so. His mother, a Van 
Arsdale was also descended from a famous 
family.  

In the late 1850's Riker started to 
rebuild his shattered life studying law at 
the University of the City of New York and 

in 1860 he was admitted to the bar. No 
sooner had Riker established a new life for 
himself, than the firing by the Confederates 
on Fort Sumter plunged the nation and 
Riker into new turmoil. As Riker was a 
member of the volunteer fire service it was 
only natural that he would enlist, and so on 
April 19, only three days after the state 
legislature authorised the governor to put 
New York's 30,000 troops at the disposal 
of the President, John Lafayette Riker 
enlisted as a Colonel in the volunteer 
forces of New York. It is no surprise that 
members of the volunteer fire service were 
some of the first to enlist for the war. They 
were fiercely patriotic and there was great 
competition amongst the various volunteer 
companies; each racing the others to fires 
when they erupted, in pursuit of civic 
glory. There must have been a certain 
expectation that Riker, as a firefighter and 
gentleman with a famous name would do 
something out of the ordinary as a 
volunteer for the war. And so it was, that in 
late April 1861 the New York dailies 
announced the organisation of the 
Anderson Zouaves.  

Riker's regiment of Zouaves was 
undoubtedly organised on the same 
formula as the pre-war militia's such as Le 
Gal's Garde Lafayette and Corcoran's Irish 
regiment and it is more than likely the 
regiment had been in the planning for 
sometime before the outbreak of hostilities. 
Riker had no doubt been inspired by the 
displays of Ellsworth Zouaves, in deciding 
on how his regiment would be constituted 
and sought the backing of the richest and 
most famous people in New York. Riker 
got what he wanted. The regiment was 
organised under the auspices of the Hero of 
Fort Sumter, Major Robert Anderson. 
Shepard Knapp, a wealthy banker, whose 
son was also a volunteer fire fighter, also 
rallied to the call. Marshall Roberts, the 
owner of the steamer Illinois which had 
attempted to resupply Fort Sumter also 
assisted. Don Alonso Cushman and A. V. 
Stout, another two bankers also lent their 
support. In addition there was popular 
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support for the regiment with no less than 
six New York churches and the "Astor 
Ladies" making clothes for Riker's men. In 
fact the contribution of J. J. Astor was 
considered by Riker to be so significant 
that the camp of the Anderson Zouaves on 
Riker's Island was named Camp Astor in 
his honour.  

The status of the Anderson Zouaves 
was made clear when on August 18 three 
days before the regiment left Riker's Island 
for the seat of war, Company A, in its 
colourful new uniform, under the 
command of Lieutenant Knight, escorted 
General Wool to through New York City 
on his way to Fort Monroe. Upon arriving 
in Washington the "pet regiment of New 
York" was brigaded with three regiments, 
two of which had been important pre-war 
militias and given the task of guarding the 
strategically important northern approaches 
to Washington and the famous Chain 
Bridge.  

Having already lost his wife and his 
son, Riker could not bear to be parted from 
his 14 year old daughter, Anna, and so she 
accompanied him and his regiment to their 
camp at Tennallytown, north of 
Washington. Here the gods, or perhaps 
even Riker's own officers, conspired 
against him and once again Riker's life was 
thrown into chaos, with Riker having to 
suffer the indignity of a court martial. 
Riker was found to be innocent of the 
charges but a cloud had settled over the 
Colonel, which he would never shake off 
despite the support and loyalty of his rank 
and file. Peck, the brigade commander, 
thought the Anderson Zouaves, the worst 
of all New York regiments. Riker was 
portrayed as a ponce by De Trobriand and 
was criticised by brigade officers for 
employing the services of a special drill 
instructor. However, his foresight in this 
respect at least was to prove its worth on 
the field of battle before Fort Magruder in 
May 1862.  

On May 31st, 1862, at Fair Oaks 
VA., Riker's regiment was detached from 
its brigade by the Division Commander, 

General Couch, himself to defend the 
threatened right flank of the Union line, 
and it was here, to the left of Kirby's 
battery, which the Anderson Zouaves were 
supporting, that the gallant Colonel, while 
coolly leading his regiment into battle 
sitting astride his horse smoking his cigar, 
fell to enemy fire.  

Colonel John Lafayette Riker is 
buried at Green-wood Cemetry, Brooklyn, 
NY.  
 
Adapted from John Tierney’s speech to the 
Friends of Colonel Riker, 31st May 2006 
 
Additional information from Appleton’s 
Encyclopedia 
 

DAVID J. NEVIN 
31st May 1862 to 29th June 1864 

 

Born in Pennsylvania, 1830. 
David J. Nevin mustered into 
Company D 62d NYSV as Captain.  

Prior to enlisting in the Anderson 
Zouaves Infantry Regiment of New York 
(later the Sixty-second New York State 
Volunteers), Nevin had worked as a coal 
merchant in New York City. 
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Nevin enlisted in the Union Army 
on April 27, 1861, at New York City as 
Captain of Company 'D' of the Anderson 
Zouaves. He received his commission on 
June 30, 1861. 

With the resignation of the 
regiment's lieutenant colonel William S. 
Tisdale, Nevin was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel a position which became effective 
on October 25, 1861. A muster roll dated 
October 15, 1861 makes the comment that 
Nevin's promotion was made… 
 
"…by desire of the major (Oscar Veniah 
Dayton) and every line officer. Sanctioned 
by the Brig. General (John James Peck).” 
 

Nevin's promotion from captain to 
lieutenant colonel appears to have been a 
reward for good service while the regiment 
was encamped at Tennallytown, DC. Upon 
arrival at the encampment the colonel, 
lieutenant colonel and major were found to 
be absent and the regiment demanded that 
Nevin take command. Nevin acted in the 
capacity of senior officer for several weeks 
before handing in his resignation to Peck 
who forwarded it to Major General 
McClellan with the recommendation that it 
be rejected. 

With the death of the regiment's 
colonel, John Lafayette Riker at the Battle 
of Fair Oaks on May 31, 1862, Nevin 
assumed command of the regiment a 
promotion which became effective on June 
20, 1862. 

Nevin received special 
commendation from General Peck for his 
gallantry at the Battle of Fair Oaks. At the 
Battle of Malvern Hill, Nevin, due to 
sickness, commanded the regiment from an 
army ambulance. 

In late 1862 Nevin was sentenced 
"to be cashiered," by a general court-
martial. However, in April 1863 his 
sentence was disapproved by the Secretary 
of War, Edwin M. Stanton and he was 
released from arrest, and restored to his 
command. 

After the removal of McClellan 
from command of the Army of the 
Potomac a conspiracy against Nevin by his 
superior officers was discovered, and 
Governor Seymour was… 

 
"…called upon to see that justice was done 
to one of whose services the State might 
well be proud."  
 

Nevin was mustered out of the 
regiment on June 29, 1864 at Petersburg, 
VA. 

 
Reference:  
Tierney, J. (2006). "Roster of the 62nd NYSV 
Anderson Zouaves". 
 
Wikipedia  
 

THEODORE B. HAMILTON 
29th June 1864 to August 20th 1865 

 
Theodore B. Hamilton was 

born circa 1836 at New York.  
He began his military service on 

May 21, 1861 at Buffalo, Erie County, 
New York as a Captain in Co. G. 33rd 
New York Infantry Regiment. On 
December 27, 1862 at Buffalo, Erie 
County, New York he mustered in to 
service as Lieutenant Colonel of 62nd New 
York Volunteers.  

He was wounded on May 12, 1864 
at Spottsylvania Courthouse, Virginia. He 
was appointed Colonel for gallant service 
in the battle of the Wilderness and 
Spottsylvania Court House on August 1, 
1864. Colonel Theodore B. Hamilton 
ended military service on August 20, 1865. 

He married Helen Margaret Foote 
(daughter of Thomas Moses Foote and 
Margaret St. John, circa 1872). On June, 
1890 he was listed in the 1890 Veteran's 
Schedule. Colonel Hamilton died on 
November 23, 1893 at Brooklyn, Kings 
County, New York.  
 
See: http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/id106.html 
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HOTEL ZOUAVE 
AWARDED BEST 

HISTORICAL CAMPSITE 
 
 

The Company recently 
attended the annual Taminick 
Military Encampment, hosted by the 
North East Muzzle Loaders 
(NEML). 

Hotel Zouave has been a project of 
the Company for the last few years at the 
Military Encampment and has always been 
a lot of fun for the Company and guests. It 
was gratifying after the work Sgt. Lincoln 
and Capt. Lawrence put into the hotel’s 
construction that the Company won the 
award as Best Historical Campsite. Our 
own Pvt. Sanders also picked up the award 
for Best Historical Re-enactor. 

The card game in the Hotel on Saturday 
afternoon 

PLATTE COUNTY CIVIL 
WAR DOCUMENTS 

DISCOVERED IN BANK 
ATTIC 

By Carolyn Elwess and Brad Biles 
October 11, 2011 

 
 

 

In 2008, Ed Bradley, president 
of Patriots Bank in Parkville, Mo., 
mentioned to Park University 
Archivist Carolyn Elwess that the 
attic of the 1917 bank building was 
stuffed with boxes and shelves full 
of documents, blueprints and ledger 
books.  

Bradley realized that some of the 
accumulation could be of historic value 
and was willing to donate the bulk of it to 
the Fishburn Archives at the University 
after he and other bank officials culled the 
collection of anything the bank needed to 
retain. 

Aware that there could be a great 
deal of material related to the history of 
Parkville and Platte County, Elwess readily 
agreed to clear the attic after the bank had 
finished its examination. 

"The moment I saw the collection, I 
knew I had entered an archivist's dream -- a 
seemingly untouched collection of historic 
treasure," Elwess said. "I suspected that 
this collection contained property abstracts, 
plats, warranty deeds, probate records and 
historical information about banking in 
Parkville and I was not disappointed." 
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"We discovered that Patriots Bank, 
which had acquired the assets and building 
of the former Farmers Exchange Bank in 
2007, had inherited some very old records. 
Farmers Exchange Bank had been founded 
by Charles Patrick Breen in 1911, and in 
1927, had bought the Park Bank, which 
had been founded in 1888," Elwess added. 
"The story was all there." 

During the summer of 2009, the 
dusty boxes and ancient ledgers were 
moved to the University archives, where 
Elwess and student intern Daniel Brandt 
(who graduated 2010 with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in European/classical history) 
began to examine the materials. Among the 
treasure were four antique metal document 
boxes, all full of letters and other folded 
documents. As a reward for his hard work, 
Elwess allowed Brandt to examine those 
first because she thought they showed the 
most promise for some interesting finds. 
Elwess' intuition proved correct. 

To their surprise and delight, the 
boxes that Brandt opened contained some 
rare and historically important Civil War 
documents which he carefully examined 
and catalogued. It was difficult to keep 
quiet about the discovery, but Elwess said 
that according to a legal agreement drawn 
up between the bank and Park University, 
the University could not publicize what 
was found until the entire collection had 
been inspected, organized and formally 
approved by Bradley for donation to the 
archives. That process took two years, and 
the agreement was finally signed on May 
12 -- fittingly, during the 100th anniversary 
year of the founding of Breen's Farmers 
Exchange Bank. 

Among the vast collection of 
ephemera found in the collection included 
records of two Platte County residents, 
brothers Charles and Gibhart Kurtz, who 
participated in the Civil War, one on the 
home front and one on the battlefield. 
Among the musty papers was a 
handwritten muster roll of Platte County 
Guard members, including Charles Kurtz, 
organized in Weston, Mo.; photos and 

information concerning Gibhart Kurtz, 
who lost his right arm during the 1864 
Battle of Atlanta; materials related to a 
chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic 
veterans' association and a letter, written 
by A.J. Hamilton (founder of the original 
Park Bank in 1888) sent in May 1865 from 
a Greensboro, N.C., military hospital 
where he was recovering from either a 
battle wound or an illness. 

"It is an archivist's dream to find a 
collection like this and to be able to share it 
with the public," Elwess said. "We are 
deeply grateful to Patriots Bank for 
donating it to the Fishburn Archives." 

These and other Civil War papers 
and artifacts will be on display in the 
University's Campanella Gallery, Monday, 
Oct. 17, through Wednesday, Nov. 23. The 
exhibit, "Platte County's Civil War," will 
reflect on Platte County events and 
individuals who served in the military and 
on the home front, and engage visitors with 
the impact of the national events of 1861-
65, in conjunction with the 150th 
anniversary of the beginning of the Civil 
War. 

The display is a faculty-student 
collaboration of Donna Bachmann, director 
of the Campanella Gallery and chair of 
Park's Department of Art and Design; Greg 
Plumb, J.D., professor of criminal justice 
administration; Timothy Westcott, Ph.D., 
associate professor of history and chair of 
Park's Department of History and Political 
Science; and Joshua Howard, a junior 
history major from Raytown, Mo. 
 

The Campanella Gallery is located 
in the McAfee Memorial Library in Park's 
underground Mabee Learning Center, 
which can be entered through Millsap 
Foyer. Hours are 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday; 
and 4 to 9:30 p.m. Sunday. 
 
Contributed by Neil Chippendale 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
 

 
The American Civil War  

(Website) 
 
A daily source of news, articles and 
research about the American Civil War 
 
http://www.americancivilwar.ca/ 
 
Contributed by Jenny Baker 

 

Advertisement 

The focus 
of Corps 
Sutler is to 
provide the 
best 
product for 
the best 
price. We 

research and develop products for 
customers. Please let us know what you are 
after.  

Most products listed are in stock and ready 
to be shipped. We offer bulk order 
discounts - email us for details. 

Discounts to members of; The United 
States Zouave Battalion, Living History 
Resource Group, 62nd NYSV Anderson 
Zouaves groups (Australia, Germany, 
Spain and the USA), Pike and Musket 
Society, Living History Federation of 
Belgium, Australian Napoleonic 
Association, The Blue and Grey 
(Australia), Re-enacting Independently for 
Fun (QLD).  

If you wish to register your group for a re-
enactor discount, please email your group’s 
name and details to; 

corpsutler@yahoo.com.au 

Visit our website at;  
 
http://corpsutler.tripod.com 

  
Advertisement 

 
The Sutler’s Store 

 
   

The Sutler’s 
Store was 
founded in 
1995 as a Civil 
War sutler. 
Since then we 
have been 
manufacturing 

and distributing re-enactment supplies to 
living historians. The increasing interest in 
WW2 and Napoleonic re-enacting led us to 
expand the range to supply these periods. 
Our Napoleonic reproductions and supplies 
are regularly sent to Europe, and North and 
South America. We attend most major 
events with our range of Napoleonic and 
WW2 reenacting supplies including our 
favourite, The Melbourne Arms and 
Militaria Fair (gun show) 

If you are searching for re-enactment 
supplies, and want to visit the sutler, look 
out for us at major shows. Alternately, the 
sutler offers mail order on most of our 
items. 

French Napoleonic re-enactment supplies a 
speciality. WW2 German always available. 
Commonwealth range increasing all the 
time. 

Buy the right gear the first time around and 
you’ll save in the long run. 

All prices are in Australian Dollars. Don’t 
see it listed? Feel free to contact us.  

Dealer enquiries welcome. 
http://www.thesutlersstore.com/index.html 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 

 
Editorial Desk 
c/- Dave Sanders 
newyorkzouaves@yahoo.com.au 
 
Anderson Zouaves – Living History and 
Research Group (62d NYSVV Co. F) 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/lhrg 
 
The Dog Robbers – Company F Band 
http://www.myspace.com/thedogrobbers 

 
ZOUAVE! is a publication of the Living History 
Resource Group. Unless otherwise stated, all 
content is produced by the editor, David Sanders. 
 
 

 


