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LINE ZOUAVES AT 

CAMP TAMINICK 
 

� 

 

This year’s Camp 
Taminick saw the 

presentation of member 

Bill Lincoln’s “Line 

Zouaves” uniform project. 
Camp Taminick is held 

annually in north-east Victoria. 

It is Australia’s premier living 
history time-line event for the 
“muzzle-loading” era. 

Camp Taminick features 

musketry competitions, as well  

Bill Lincoln as 62d NYSV 

Line Zouave 1
st Sgt. 

 

as artillery demonstrations, 
living history campsites, a 
formal dinner, military drill 
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competitions and formal 

parades. 

Bill Lincoln has been 

researching the Line Zouave 
uniform and organising 
suppliers to manufacture the 

uniform items pursuant to his 

research. 

The Line Zouave 

uniform differs from the 

Advanced Zouave (Co. I) 

uniform of the 62d NYSV. The 

Line Zouave uniform  consists 

of sky blue “chasseur” 
trousers, a short dark blue 

Zouave jacket and either the 
chasseur style cap or fez. 

 

 

Davey Sanders as 62nd
 NYSV Line 

Zouave 

 

The Advanced Zouaves 

had practically the same 
uniform as the French 3

rd
 

Regiment of Zouaves 
(reputedly Co. I included 
French veterans of the 

Crimean and French African 

Wars). This uniform was 

particularly marked by the 

baggy red Zouave pantaloons 
with the fez and turban. 

 

1
st
 NY LIGHT 

ARTILLERY AT 

CAMP TAMINICK 
 

� 

 

 
1
st Sgt. Pete Smith (1st NY Light 

Artillery) 
 

The Company had 
the pleasure to bivouac 

“next door” to our friends, 

the 1
st
 New York Light 

Artillery at Camp 
Taminick.  

The uniform the unit 

turned out in was an 1861 

volunteer uniform, so it 

complimented our 1861 

volunteer uniform perfectly. 
The boys looked great 

rolling out their light howitzer 
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as well as looking very sharp 
on parade!  

Well done, the 1st
.  

 

THE END OF THEM 
NY Times, August 11th, 1861 

 

� 

 

We have taken the 

occasion , more than once, 

to caution the public 

against the romantic tales 
of their own bravery, told 
by members of the 
ELLSWORTH Zouaves, 

especially those of them 

who reached Washington 
earliest on the day after 
the battle. Besides the 

intrinsic evidence 

furnished by the stories 
themselves we had pretty 
good reason to doubt 
whether they had actually 
monopolized all the 

valour of our Army at 
that time.  

 

 
A Fire Zouave in the streets of 

Washington  
 

 The following paragraph, 
from Col. HEINTZELMAN’S 

report, puts at rest their claim 

to the public. 

 “In the meantime I sent 

orders for the Zouaves to 

move forward to support 

RICKETT’S Battery on its 
right. As soon as they came 
up, I led them forward against 
an Alabama regiment, partly 
concealed in a camp of small 

pines in an open field. At first 

fire they broke, and the 
greater portion of them fled to 
the rear, keeping up a 
desultory firing over the heads 
of their comrades in front; at 

the same moment they were 
charged by a company of 
secession cavalry on their rear; 
who came by a road through 
two strips of woods on our 

extreme right. The fire of the 
Zouaves killed four, and 

wounded one, dispersing them. 
The discomfiture of this 

cavalry was completed by fire 
from Capt. COLLUM’S 

company of United States 
Cavalry, which killed and 
wounded several men. Col. 

FARSHAM, with some of his 

officers and men, behaved 

gallantly, but the regiment of 
Zouaves, as a regiment, did 
not appear again on the field. 
many of the men joined other 
regiments, and did good 
service as skirmishers”. 

 The “company of 
Secession cavalry” here 
mentioned, of which they 
killed four and wounded one, 

is doubtless the same which 

figured in their narratives as 
the “Regiment of Black Horse 
Guards” which they cut all to 
pieces, first emptying half 
their saddles by their fire, and 
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them leaping upon the rest of 
the men and dispatching them 
with their knives. 

 In simple truth, the Fire 

Zouaves were just about the 
worst men in the Army, the 
most reckless in their 

behavior, the least amenable 

to discipline, the most 

discontented and complaining, 
the first to run from the field, 

and the loudest braggarts after 
they had left it. The higher 
officers, and some of their 

men, were exceptions; but that 

this is true of the regiment as 
a whole, there can be no 

doubt. 

 The reason is, that it is 

made up of men without 

character, who had been 

distinguished for their 
rowdyism and disregard of the 
law at home, and who were 

therefore expected to make 

good soldiers. we hope the 
example will not be lost. 

 

Contributed by John Tierney. 

 

CHARGE OF THE 

BLACK HORSE 

CAVALRY UPON 

THE FIRE ZOUAVES 

AT THE BATTLE OF 

BULL RUN  

 

August 10, 1861, Harper’s Weekly 
 

� 

WE publish on page 
501 an illustration of the 

terrible conflict which 

took place at the battle of 
Bull Run between the 

Fire Zouaves and the 

Black Horse Cavalry. One 
of the lieutenants of the 

Zouaves thus tells the 

tale: 

The Zouaves rushed out 

of the woods only to find 
themselves the target for 

another body of infantry 
beyond, while the Black Horse 
Cavalry were seen charging 
full upon them. Things looked 
badly, when, fortunately, the 
infantry were engaged by 
another regiment, thus giving 
the Zouaves time to prepare 

for the charge from the 
horsemen. They formed hastily 
in line, kneeling, semi-
kneeling, and standing, that, 
Ellsworth fashion, they might 
receive their enemies with 

successive volleys. On came 
the Horse—a full regiment of 
brave men, splendidly 
mounted, and as ready for 
mischief as those on whom 

they hoped to fall. To an early 
discharge from the cavalry the 
Zouaves made no response, 

although several of the men 
were killed, but waited 

patiently until the enemy was 
almost upon them, when, in 

quick succession, the three 
ranks fired, each man doing 
his best for the good cause. 
The shock to the rebels was 

great; but they rallied, 
behaving splendidly, and 
attempted a renewal of the  
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The Fire Zouaves and the Black 

Horse Cavalry. 

charge, for which, however, 
the excited firemen were 

prepared, and for which the 

Black Horse Cavalry paid 
most dearly. They were 
completely shattered, broken 
up, and swept away. Not more 
than a hundred of them rode 

off, and as they went their 
rebellious ears were saluted 

with “One, two, three, four, 

five, six, seven, tigah, Zouave!” 
and such a “tiger repeat” as 
one can only appreciate when 
he has heard it. 

The following account is from 
a private letter: 

The New York Zouaves 

received the first charge of the 
famous Black Horse Guard, 

about which Governor Wise 

has so often spoken. It was a 

splendid corps of cavalry, all 
the horses of which were coal 

black. They came upon the 
Zouave regiment at a gallop, 
and were received by the 
brave firemen upon their 

poised bayonets, followed 
instantly by a volley, from 
which they broke and fled, 

though several of the Zouaves 
were cut down in the assault. 

They quickly returned, with 
their forces doubled—perhaps 

six or seven hundred—and 

again they dashed with fearful 
yells upon the excited 
Zouaves. This time they bore 
an American flag, and a part 
of the Zouaves supposed for 

an instant that they were 
f(r)iends, whom they had 
originally mistaken. The flag 
was quickly thrown down, 
however, the horses dashed 

upon the regiment, the ruse 
was discovered, and the 

slaughter commenced. No 
quarter, no halting, no 
flinching now, marked the 
rapid and death-dealing blows 
of our men as they closed in 
upon the foe, in their madness 

and desperation. Our brave 

fellows fell, the ranks filled 

up, the sabres, bowie-knives, 

and bayonets glistened in the 
sunlight, horse after horse 

went down, platoon after 

platoon disappeared—the 

rattle of musketry, the 
screams of the rebels, the 

shout of ” Remember 

Ellsworth!” from the lungs of 
the Zouaves, and the yells of 
the wounded and crushed 

belligerents filled the air, and 
a terrible carnage succeeded. 
The gallant Zouaves fought to 
the death, and were sadly cut 
up ; but of those hundreds of 

Black Horse Guards not many 
left that bloody encounter! 

Source: Chronicles of the American 

Civil War 

 

http://www.pddoc.com/cw-

chronicles/?m=200508 
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PERRYVILLE 

“REFOUGHT” 
 

� 

 

Company F 
Wargamers “refought” the 
October 1862 Battle of 

Perryville KN at a recent 
game at Camp Astoria 
(Hill Top). 

Member Dave Sanders 

commanded the CS Army of 
Mississippi, representing Gen. 
Bragg’s HQ and commanding 
Gen. Hardee’s “Left Wing”. 
Guest Chris Tuxford 

commanded Gen. Polk’s 

“Right Wing”. 
Bill Lincoln commanded 

the US Army of the Ohio, 
representing Gen. Buell and 
also commanding Gen. 
Gilbert’s 3

rd Corps. Charles 

Lincoln commanded Gen. 

McCook’s 1
st Corps and Guest 

Rocco Bosco commanded Gen. 

Crittenden’s 2
nd Corps. 

The Army of the Ohio advances 

 

The day saw desperate 
CS counter attacks against the 
advancing US corps, divisions 
under Gen. Hardee came very 
close to routing the US centre. 
Unfortunately Hardee’s CS 
divisions exhausted themselves 

with their attacks and Gen. 

McCook’s desperate “bloody” 
defence against Gen. Polk’s 
relentless assaults, delayed and 
then scuppered Gen. Polk’s 

attempts to attack the exposed 

left flank of Gen. Gilbert’s 

Corps. 

The Rebels fell back 

through Perryville and crossed 
the Chaplin River. 

A fiercely “fought” 
encounter which saw Gen. 

Bragg’s HQ come under US 
field gun bombardment and 
Gen. Buell’s HQ come under 

CS musket fire. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

� 
 

Editorial Desk 

c/- Dave Sanders 

Email: blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F Living History 

and Research Group website 

http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

 

5th North Carolina State Troops 

Living History Group (our Rebel 
impression) 

http://meat_possum.tripod.com/5thnc

i/ 

 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F., HQ 

c/- William Lincoln  

P.O. Box 227., St. Peters. NSW 2044 

 

Living History Resource Group 
http://historyresourcegroup.tripod.co
m/ 
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