
ZOUAVE! 

Established 2007 
 

No. 19 � November 2008 

 

 
 

Detail from Patriotic Postcard 

 

Newspaper of the 62nd N.Y.S.V.V. “Anderson Zouaves” Company F 

(Living History and Research Group) 

 

COMPANY 

THANKSGIVING 
 

� 

 

 

Winslow Homer’s “Thanksgiving-Day 
in the Army. After Dinner: The 

Wish-Bone.” 

  

 This year’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner will 
be held at “the Briars”, 

Oliver Farm, Exeter 

Street, Camden. 
 Anderson Zouaves, 

Company F, invite all our 
friends to attend this event. 

There you will enjoy soldiers’ 
pastimes, music, song, dance 
and an evening meal prepared 
by the Company dog-robbers. 
 The day begins at noon 
on Saturday, November 22nd

. 

You may also come along on 
Friday (November 21st) 

afternoon or evening if you 
wish. 

Bring your mess kit, a 
bottle of cheer, tentage and 

period costume.  

RSVP by November 
15

th
. 
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This dinner is a free 

event.  

For further information 

contact the Company at: 
 

blakstara@yahoo.com.au 

 

WILLIAM WATT 

SHERMAN 

 

� 

 

 

 

Information supplied 

by Mr. Don Sherman Jnr, 

casts new light on 62nd
 

NYSV veteran, William 

Watt Sherman. 

William Watt Sherman 

was born 30th August, 1839 in 
Suffield, Connecticut. He was 

the 12th child of 13 to Charles 

and Jennet (Taylor) Sherman. 
He was orphaned at five years 
of age. He was recorded as 

living in New York City with 
an elder sister on the 1860 

U.S. Census.  

       He enlisted as Corporal 

in Co. H., 22nd NYSV, on 28th 

May, 1862 at the age of 21. He 
was mustered out on 5

th
  

September, 1862.  

       William Watt Sherman 

then enlisted in Co. D., 176th
  

NYSV from 27
th September, 

1862 until he was discharged 
for promotion on 16th January, 
1863.  

       He enlisted in the 62
nd
 

NYSV at New York, NY as a 

Corporal on 28th May, 1862. 
He was commissioned as Full 

Lieutenant 2
nd
 Class on 16

th
 

January, 1863 in Co. C., 62nd
 

NYSV. On 1
st October, 1863 

he was transferred from Co. 

C., to Co. I., 62nd
 NYSV.  

       On 1
st October, 1864 he 

was promoted to Captain and 

transferred to Co. G., 62nd
 

NYSV. William Watt Sherman 

mustered out 30
th August, 

1865 at Fort Schuyler, New 
York.  

       William Watt Sherman 

never married and had no 

children.  

       He died 3
rd  December, 

1875 at Chicago, Illinois, and 
is buried in Rosehill Cemetery, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

 

SURGEON 

SIMPSON’S 

MARCHING SONG 

 

� 

 

CDV of 62d NYSV Surgeon Simpson 
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 Contained in the 

letters of 62
nd
 NYSV 

veteran Alfred Covell 

Woods is a marching song 
composed by the 
regiment’s surgeon, Lt. 
George Simpson. 
 It is set to the well 

known tune “Hearts of Oak”. 

The text is included below. 

MARCHING SONG 

Come Anderson Zouaves with 

our  voices let us sing 
With cheers for the Union 

we'll make the welking ring 
Three cheers for Little Mac 

and three for gallant Keyes 
And three more for our stars 

and stripes now floating in the 
breeze 

 

Chorus 

Little Mac is our chief, 

Volunteers our are men, 

We are always ready, Steady 
Boys Steady, 
We'll fight and we'll conquer 
again and again 

Now nobly let us fight and 
we'll whip the rebel crew  

We've got Williamsburg and 
we'll take Richmond too 

We'll drive them from Virginia 
and we'll make the rebels feel 

That not a power on earth can 

stand our true Yankee steel 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Remember gallant Riker boys 
our Col brave and true 

Who fell at Fair Oaks Battle 

that day we all shall rue, 

Revenge him in the future be 
his name our Battle cry, 
The "Zou Zous" never know 

retreat, they conquer or they 
die. 

 

(Chorus) 
 

And when the war is over 

Boys and we go home again 
Our Banners crowned with 

victory our names without a 
stain 

We'll fight our Battles o'er and 
give three loud huzzas 
For the bravest of the 

volunteers the Anderson 

Zouaves. 

 

WOMEN’S WOOL 

ZOUAVE JACKET 

(Circa 1863) 
 

�

 

Women’s Zouave jacket held at the 
Museum of London 

 

The short, collarless, 

open fronted, Zouave 

jacket was fashionable 
between 1859 and 1865. It 

was inspired by the 
jackets worn by the 
French Zouave regiments 
who served in the 
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Crimean War (1854-55) 

and in 1859, when France, 

allied with Piedmont and 

Sardinia, fought Austria 
for control of northern 

Italy… 

This black wool jacket is 
embroidered in chain stitch 

with pink silks in an 

arabesque pattern. Other 
surviving examples are made 
in scarlet wool trimmed with 

braid or decorated with 

embroidery. The jackets were 
usually worn with a habit shirt 
or Garibaldi blouse and a 

skirt. This example was sold 

by Peter Robinson, who by 
1860 had transformed his 

single drapery outlet into one 
of London's largest 
department stores, situated at 

103-108 Oxford Street. The 

shop sold millinery, made-to-
measure outfits and mourning 
clothes alongside loose-fitting, 
ready-made garments such as 
mantles and flounced silk 

skirts. 

 

Source: 

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/
archive/exhibits/londonlook/pages/ca
talogue.asp?go=geddit&section=fusion
#81104 

 

 

 

TWO BROTHERS, 

ONE SOUTH, ONE 

NORTH -- MAY 28-9. 

(1865) 
 

From Walt Whitman’s Memoranda 

During the War (1875-1876) 
 

� 

 

 

Walt Whitman 

    -- I staid tonight a long 
time by the bed-side of a 
new patient, a young 
Baltimorean, aged about 
19 years, W. S. P., (2nd 
Md. Southern,) very 
feeble, right leg 
amputated, can't sleep 

hardly at all -- has taken a 
great deal of morphine, 
which, as usual, is costing 
more than it comes to.  

Evidently very intelligent and 
well bred -- very affectionate -
- held on to my hand, and put 
it by his face, not willing to let 
me leave. As I was lingering, 
soothing him in his pain, he 
says to me suddenly, "I hardly 
think you know who am -- I 
don't wish to impose upon you 
-- I am a rebel soldier." I said I 

did not know that, but it made 



 

 

6

6

no difference.......Visiting him 
daily for about two weeks 
after that, while he lived, 

(death had mark'd him, and he 

was quite alone,) I loved him 
much, always kiss'd him, and 
he did me.  

   In an adjoining Ward I 
found his brother, an officer 

of rank, a Union soldier, a 

brave and religious man, (Col. 
Clifton K. Prentiss, Sixth Md. 

Infantry, Sixth Corps, 
wounded in one of the 

engagements at Petersburgh, 
April 2 -- linger'd, suffer'd 
much, died in Brooklyn, Aug. 
20, '65.) It was in the same 

battle both were hit. One was 

a strong Unionist, the other 
Secesh; both fought on their 
respective sides, both badly 
wounded, and both brought 
together here after absence of 
four years. Each died for his 
cause.  

Sources:  

http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/
public/WhiMemo.html 

 

Ward., C. (1995). Walt Whitman 

Civil War Poetry and Prose. Dover 

Publications. New York. 

 

SPORTS AND 

PASTIMES. 

MATCHES AMONG 

THE SOLDIERS 

 

� 

 

      On the 12th. a match 

was played between nine 

players of the Thirty-
eighth Regiment, N. Y. S. 
V., and the Fortieth 

Regiment, (Mozart) N. Y. 
S. V., at Potomac Creek, 

Va.  

       The game resulted in 
favor of the Thirty-eighth, by 
a score of 28 to 19. 

A match was played on the 
17th inst. between the officers 

of the Twelfth and Forty-
fourth, N. Y. S. V., at 

Falmouth, Va., resulting in 
favor of the latter. 

On Monday, 20th instant, a 
match was played in General 
Deven's Brigade, between nine 
of the best players from the 

New York Thirty-sixth 
Regiment and nine from the 
Massachusetts Tenth 

Regiment. The match was a 
remarkably well-played one, 
and reflected credit upon all 

parties concerned. There was a 

very large attendance of 
military personages present. 
Scarcely had the third inning 
been put in motion, when the 

rain began to descend in rapid 
and successive torrents; yet 
the brave boys, not 
disheartened and scarcely 
noticing the dripping rain, 
played the remainder of the 
game satisfactorily to all. 
After a laughable and merry 
three hours, the match came 
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to a terminus, the nine innings 
being played, each side scoring 
twenty runs, thus making it a 
draw match.  

The veterans of the Peninsula 

campaign being desirous of 
enjoying themselves, 
inaugurated the opening of the 
season on the 19th. by having 
a friendly game of base ball. 
The nines were representatives 

respectively of the Anderson 
Zouaves (Sixty-second N. Y. S. 
V.) and the First Long Island 
Volunteers. The day was 
lovely, the ground in good 
condition, and the men in fine 

spirits; consequently, fine 
sport was anticipated, and was 

fully realized. After the game 
was concluded, which resulted 

favorably for the Andersons, 
they invited the Long 
Islanders to their quarters, 
where friendly sentiments 
were interchanged, and other 
things passed around. 
Arrangements were partially 
made for another match, 

which the Long Islanders very 
much desire, for they await 
with anxiety the opportunity 
when they can satisfy their 
friends (the Andersons) that 

the generous and sumptuous 
treatment they were the 
recipients of was appreciated, 

and will be ever remembered. 

The officers of the Andersons 

were well represented on the 

field, manifesting their interest 
in the game. They are the 
right style of men, and if our 
army had more like them, we 

think the Rebellion would 

soon be terminated. 

Text Source: 

http://www.dmna.state.ny.us/historic/
reghist/civil/infantry/38thInf/38thInf
CWN.htm 

 

Image Source: 
http://www.wisegorilla.com/images/c
ivilwar/civilwar.html 

 

INCIDENTS OF THE 

BATTLE OF FAIR 

OAKS 
Rebellion Record, 1862, p.6 

 

� 

 

 

The Battle of Fair Oaks, Va. May 
31st, 1862. Published by Currier & 

Ives [1862]. Lithograph, hand-
colored. 

 

 Six men belonging to 
the Sixty-second New-York 

regiment (Anderson Zouaves), 
several of whom were 

recruited in this city, hid 
themselves on Saturday in 
their own camp, under some 

bushes, and laid perfectly 
quiet all night, undiscovered 
by the rebel troops, who had 
taken the camp. Next day, 
when our forces drove the 

rebels out with great 
slaughter, the cunning Zouaves 
turned up all right, and 
captured seven of the enemy 
as prisoners – Springfield 
Republican. 
 



 

 

8

8

“DAMN YOU 

GENTLEMEN…” 

 

� 

 

 

Major General C. F. Smith, from a 
Brady photograph 

 

“Damn you gentlemen, I 

see skulkers. I’ll have none 

here. Come on, you volunteers, 
come on! This is your chance. 
You volunteered to be killed 

for love of country, and now 

you can be. You damned 
volunteers – I’m only a soldier 
and I don’t want to be killed, 

but you came to be killed and 
now you can be!” 
 

- General C.F. Smith 

(personally leading his green 
division against the 
Confederate breastworks 

before Fort Donelson, 1862.) 
 

 

Letter to the Editor 
 

� 

 

Sir, 

      Only having quickly 
perused your Organ this morn, 
I noticed that the 

Army of the Ohio men look 

strangely familiar. Some I 
daresay bare the 
names of Esci or Revell, or 

Italeri? 

      That said, I must rigidly 
condemn your Organ as an 
incitement to affray 
and &c &c. 

 

Outraged. 
 

Hackensack NJ. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

� 
 

Editorial Desk 

c/- Dave Sanders 

Email: blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F Living History 

and Research Group website 

http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

 

5th North Carolina State Troops 

Living History Group (our Rebel 
impression) 

http://meat_possum.tripod.com/5thnc

i/ 

 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F., HQ 

c/- William Lincoln  

P.O. Box 227., St. Peters. NSW 2044 

 

Living History Resource Group 
http://historyresourcegroup.tripod.co
m/ 

 

 

ZOUAVE! is a publication of the 

Living History Resource Group. 
Unless otherwise stated, all content 

is produced by the editor, David 
Sanders. 

 

 

 


