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 62
nd
 N.Y.S.V. VETERAN 

SMITH E. SLOCUM 

 

� 

 

Libby Smith of Chenango 
County, NY contacted this 

paper last month, seeking 
information about her family 
member, 62nd

 NY veteran, 

Smith E. Slocum. 

 Not only were we able to give 
a little information to Libby, but 
she was able to provide us with 

more information about Smith E. 

Slocum. Using all this information, 
we present an updated biography of 

this veteran. This information will 

shortly be added to our soldier 
biographies at our research site. 
 Smith E. Slocum was born c. 

1826 and was a blacksmith before 

the War. His father-in-law Henry 
North was also a blacksmith. 

Smith E. Slocum enlisted in 

the regiment on September 10th
 

1861 in New York, NY. He 

mustered in as Musician 2
nd
 Class 

and joined the regimental band on 
September 21st

 1861. At the time 

of Smith’s enlistment he was a 

widower.  

Smith’s wife, Betsy Almira 
North, had passed away on the 23rd

 

November 1853 at the age of 26 
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(and is buried at the North Norwich 

Cemetery). The couple’s two 

children (Rhoda Jane and Ella 

Jeanette) are recorded in the 1860 

census as living with the family of 
Harlow H. Howe in Michigan. 

Smith is recorded as enlisting 
along with Edward B.R. Champlin 

(or Chaplin) and Henry S. Knapp. 
He made his will on the day of his 
enlistment, naming his two 
children, his sister Harriet Carr and 

his mother. 

Smith passed away from 
disease at Georgetown D.C. on 3

rd
 

November 1861. He lies at rest in 

the U.S. Soldier’s and Airmen’s 

Home National Cemetery (formerly 
the Military Asylum Cemetery) in 
Washington D.C., at burial site 
#1363. 

 

(Many thanks and kindest regards to Libby 
Smith – Ed.) 

 

 

 

COL. FERRI-PISANI 

DESCRIBES THE 

CONFEDERATE 

SOLDIER 

from “Prince Napoleon in America, 1861 – 

Letters from his Aide-de-Camp Lt Col. 

Camille Ferri Pisani” 

 

� 
 

 From our first encounter, 

we were able to gain an idea 
of the outside appearance of 

the Confederate soldier. We 

noted that the question of 
uniform, not very well solved 
in the North, was not solved 

at all in the South. 
 

Confederate Volunteers, Pensacola, 

Florida c.1861. 

 

 It did not seem that an 

attempt to regularize dress had 
gone beyond the distribution of the 
gray coat (made in Virginia, we 
were told) to a few groups. These 
“uniforms,” and the others, were in 

a sad condition. Yet, despite these 

rags the soldiers maintain a rather 
martial appearance; also, perfect 

order is exhibited in the camps as 

well as in the smallest outposts. 

 What struck us, however, was 

the cavalry, very numerous, 
admirably mounted, and composed 
of splendid men. It is clear, at first 

glance, that all these men are of 
English stock, not German. Also, 
they are proprietors’ and farmers’ 

sons, they own their horses, and 
they are accustomed to outdoor life 
– if not to the handling of weapons.  
       On the whole, nothing is as 
picturesque as the Southern 
cavalry. They wear the most 
impossible outfits: mostly rags, hats 
without bottoms, boots without 

soles. Yet, they could make Don 

Bazan jealous of their martial 
bearing and countenance. 

Furthermore, their beautiful male 

Virginian faces, their magnificent 
mounts, and the boldness of their 

riding technique make it impossible 

not to admire these ragged riders, 
just as one cannot be prevented 
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from admiring the fantastic 
pictures of men-of-war created by 
Salvator Rosa [Italian painter, 

1615-1673]. 

 
 

 
 

 

UNION VETERAN’S 

HEADSTONE TO 

RETURN TO N.Y. 
from Kenneth H. Robison II (Zouave 

Reenactors’ List)    
 

� 

 

At 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 23th, 2009, at the Fort 

Hill Cemetery in Auburn, New 
York, myself and several 
friends and comrades from 

South Carolina (both Civil 

War Reenactors & the Charles 

Devens Jr. Camp No. 10 S.C., 
Sons of Union Veterans) will 

be holding a Memorial Service 
for Private Andrew Bulkley of 
Company I, 9th New York 
Heavy Artillery Regiment. 
     Private Bulkley's headstone was 
recovered in 2008 from a street 

corner in Mount Pleasant 

(Charleston) South Carolina, where 

it was sat for the garbage men to 
take away. Someone found this 
headstone and contacted the 

Commander of the Charles Devens 

Jr. Camp No. 10, SUVCW, in South 

Carolina, and with the help of 

friends were able to recover the 

headstone the next day.  
After some research it was 

found that Private Bulkley was 
buried not in South Carolina, but 

instead was interred at the Fort 

Hill Cemetery in Auburn, New 
York. 

     How the headstone came to be 

in South Carolina is still a bit of 

mystery, but the common belief is 
that someone ordered the 

headstone and had it delivered 

down here with the intention of 

installing it at the grave site, 
however for some reason this was 

never done. The home where the 

headstone was recovered had just 
been sold and the new owners 

found the headstone, and sat it 

outside, not knowing what to do 
with it. 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’M BOUND FOR DIXIE” 
from Burke Davis’ “The Civil War: Strange 

& Fascinating Facts”  
 

� 
 

 Foreigners on both sides 
deserted. One of the more 

colourful cases was that of 

one Black, a Scot who had 

Southern relatives, and joined 
the Union army in hopes of 
crossing the lines. 
 On guard duty on the 
Potomac one day, while pretending 
to take a bath, he struck out for 

the Virginia shore, yelling, 
“Goodbye, boys. I’m bound for 

Dixie.” He escaped under fire. 

 One night while Black was 
guarding a group of captured 
Federals, a captain recognized his 
voice – the new Confederate was 

escorting his old company. Black 
explains, “I hope you and the boys 
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are alright, Captain. It’s not because 
I didn’t want to fight that I left 
you. I like to fight in the right 
cause.” 

 

Source: Davis, B. (1996). The Civil War: 

Strange & Fascinating Facts. Wing Books, 
New York. 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL LEE’S SOCKS 
from Harold Holzer’s “Witness to War: The 

Civil War 1861 -1865” 

 

� 

 

General Robert E. Lee to 

his wife, April 9, 1864, from 

“Camp” 

The bag of socks arrived last 
evening my dear Mary with your 
note of the 6

th
. Who counted them 

for you? There were only 23 pairs 
& not 25 as you stated. I opened 
the bag & counted them myself 
twice; then sent them over to 

Major Janney who also counted 
them & we both made them 23 

pairs. I am anxious to get as many 
socks now as possible, before active 

operations commence. 
 

 

 

 

STRAGGLERS 
from Peter G. Tsouras “Civil War 

Quotations: In the Words of the 

Commanders” 

 

� 
 

Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, 
letter to Brig. Gen. J.J. 

Abercrombie, commanding 
forces at White House, VA., 

May 31st
 1864. 

 I want all stragglers who go 
to the rear apprehended and sent 

back under guard to the Provost 
marshal General Patrick. When 

commissioned officers are so 

apprehended cause their buttons 

and shoulder straps to be publically 
cut from their coats, and send them 

with their hands bound here for 

trial. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 
 

� 
 

Editorial Desk 

c/- Dave Sanders 

Email: blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 

62
nd
 NYSVV Co. F Living History and 

Research Group website 

http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

 

5th North Carolina State Troops Living 
History Group (our Rebel impression) 
http://meat_possum.tripod.com/5thnci/ 

 

62
nd
 NYSVV Co. F., HQ 

c/- William Lincoln  

P.O. Box 227., St. Peters. NSW 2044 

 

Living History Resource Group 
http://historyresourcegroup.tripod.com/ 
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