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2
nd
 ANNUAL 

SCHOOL OF THE 

SOLDIER 
 

 
 

� 

 

62nd NYSVV Co. F 

invites you to attend the 
second annual "School of 

the Soldier" from Friday 

(mid-afternoon) 6th March 

to Monday 9th March 
2009 (Victorian Long 
Weekend). 

 

To be held at: "The 

Briars" – Oliver’s Farm, 

Exeter St., Camden NSW  

(entrance at corner of Exeter 

and Edward St). 

 

Program at present includes; 
 

Zouave Drill 

Zouave Bayonet Drill 
Union Army cooking 
Civil War Music and Song 
Baseball and other soldier 
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pastimes 

Company pay day 
Historical Dissertation 

 

Bring: 
Uniform/Clothing 
Tentage 
Mess kit 

Musical instrument 

Civil War money/cards/dice 
 

Cost: $25 (fully catered) 
 

Please RSVP by February 
27th 2009 (late registrations 
accepted) 
 

Contact:  

Dave Sanders @ 

blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
02 48899823 

0425 319 857 

 

 

AT THE BATTLE OF 

THE WILDERNESS 

from Lew Wallace’s “The Story of 
American Heroism,”  

 

� 

 

At the Battle of the 

Wilderness — Sergeant 
Charles E. Morse, 62nd 

New York Infantry — 

Running Back After the 
Flag… 

 

CHARLES E. MORSE was 

born in Marseilles, France, in 

1841. He enlisted May 20, 
1861, at New York city as 
private in Company I, 62nd 
Regiment New York 
Volunteers, serving one term 
of three years. During his 

three years of service Mr. 
Morse participated in 

seventeen general 
engagements.  
 

He was awarded a medal of 

honor for saving the 
regimental colors at the battle 
of the Wilderness, Va., May 5, 
1864.  

 

The following clipping from 
the New York - Mail and 

Express, under date of March 

5, 1890, gives an account of 
how Mr. Morse won the medal 

of honor:  

 

"A meeting of veterans was 
held last evening at the 
Veteran Association Hall, 

Twenty-fourth Street and 6th 
Avenue, for the purpose of 

honouring Sergeant Charles E. 
Morse, a veteran of the 

Anderson Zouaves (62nd 

Regiment of New York 

Volunteers), who has been 

awarded a medal by Congress. 
The medal was formally 
presented by Comrade 
Lawrence, President of the 

Anderson Zouave Association, 

who detailed the services 

rendered by the recipient of 
the honor.  

 

"At the battle of Fair Oaks, 

Va., May 31, 1862, he was 
wounded in the head. May 4, 
1863, he, with the remainder 

of his company, was taken 
prisoner. Being exchanged, he 
took part in the battle of the 

Wilderness, Va., May 5, 1864, 
and commanded the company, 
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there being no commissioned 

officers left. With fifteen men 

he went into battle. He, with 

eight others, was wounded, 
and five of the command were 

killed. When Color-Sergeant 
Gilman fell, Sergeant .Morse 
seized the fallen colors, and, 

although wounded, kept them 
flying, bearing them safely 
from the field."  

 

In his letter to the compiler of 

these records Mr. Morse adds 

to the above account as 

follows:  

 

“I will say this much in my 
own behalf. The flag was not 
simply picked up at my feet 
when Gilmore fell. The 

regiment at the time was 

being pressed very hard, and 
we were falling back on a rifle 
pit when Gilmore was shot. 

The regiment had marched 
perhaps fifty feet before we 
"about faced" to give the 

enemy a volley, and that was 
the time the flag was first 
missed. Corporal Ditzel and 

myself rushed toward the 
advancing enemy. Arriving 
first, I picked up the flag and 
started for our line. At that 

moment a Confederate officer, 

who had evidently seen the 
flag fall, was also making for 
it, but he was too late, I got 
the flag and also a bullet from 

his revolver in my leg, but 
remained with the regiment 
until it was relieved.” 

 

From: Wallace, L. (1897). The story 
of American heroism; thrilling 
narratives of personal adventures 
during the great Civil war, as told by 
the medal winners and roll of honor 

men. J.W. Jones, Springfield., pp. 
380-390. 

 

For electronic copies of the 

complete volume, see: 

 

http://www.archive.org/details/storyo
famericanh00wall 

 

 

THE ORIGINAL 

GORILLA 
Gen. George B. McClellan to his 
wife, Mary Ellen, 17th November, 

1861, Washington, D.C. 
 

� 
 

I went to the White 

House shortly after tea where 
I found “the original gorilla,” 
about as intelligent as ever. 
What a specimen to be at the 

head of our affairs now…was 

of course much edified by his 
anecdotes – ever apropos, & 
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ever unworthy of one holding 
his high position. 

 

 
Our Mac 

 

Source: Holzer., A. (1996). The Civil 

War. Perigee, New York.  
 

LETTERS TO 

MOTHER 
from the letters home of Pvt. Enoch 

Colby (1861). 
 

� 
 

Private Enoch Colby 
served in the 1

st
 Illinois 

Light Artillery. Below are 
some interesting extracts 
from his letters home to 

his mother. 

Camp Defiance, Cairo 
Illinois., 25th August 

“Mother, I shall strictly 
abstain from taking anything 
strong to drink. As for card 

playing, you know I don’t play 
any more, so I think I shall 
come out of the war as moral 

as I went in.” 

 Paducah, Kentucky., 
16

th September 

“A good many of the 
Company have not got any 
weapons. I have got a revolver 
and an old cheese knife.” 

Paducah, Kentucky., 10th
 

October 

“Your fears in regard to 
my becoming ensnared by 
designing women need not 
trouble you in the least. I 
detest the whole of them and 

shall never associate with 

them.” 

 

Source: Holzer., A. (1996). The Civil 

War. Perigee, New York. 

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 
 

� 
 

Editorial Desk 

c/- Dave Sanders 

Email: blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F Living History 

and Research Group website 

http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com/ 

 

5th North Carolina State Troops 

Living History Group (our Rebel 
impression) 

http://meat_possum.tripod.com/5thnc

i/ 

 

62
nd NYSVV Co. F., HQ 

c/- William Lincoln  

P.O. Box 227., St. Peters. NSW 2044 

 

Living History Resource Group 
http://historyresourcegroup.tripod.co
m/ 

 

 

ZOUAVE! is a publication of the 

Living History Resource Group. 
Unless otherwise stated, all content 

is produced by the editor, David 
Sanders. 

 


