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My elusive Great Grandfather, 
John Charles Hanley, was initially 
my “lost” Great Grandfather! When I 
began searching for my direct 
lineage relatives there was little 
known about this man. Finding him, 
literally, was one of my greatest 
challenges to date while researching 
my genealogy. 

It always seemed to me that since 
he was so difficult to locate, perhaps he 
had some dark secret he was hiding. It was 
a known fact he did not raise his children 
when his first wife died at a very young 
age.  

They were taken in by their 
maternal grandparents, the Maddens, who 
also lived in Canandaigua, N.Y. Catherine 
had died in 1872 just six years into their 
marriage. 
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          By the time I managed to actually 
track him down he would again seem to 
vanish leaving little information about how 
he lived. He was actually a Butcher, and 
although his son, my Grandfather William 
E. never lived with him, he too was a 
longtime owner of a butcher shop in and 
around Canandaigua. 

My brother-in-law was the one who 
informed me that he located an 1890 
Special Schedule Census with John 
showing he had been in the 13th Regt. of 
the Union Army, 1861 – 1862 and had 
been wounded in the leg. He supposedly 
lost his papers. Once again this would 
eventually cause me problems in tracking 
him with the government. To this day I 
have not been able to retrieve any 
paperwork proving any of his service. 

I did manage to corral him in the 
census a few times, and discovered that he 
had remarried. They had lived just on the 
outskirts of Hopewell and Canandaigua 
until his second wife died in 1897. They 
had married in 1879 and showed up 
together in the 1880 census in Rochester. 
She was a widow when they married.  
         John was listed in the 1900 census 
living in Rochester, NY and then 
unbelievably in a 1904 Canandaigua 
Directory he shows up living with his son. 
I suspect that their relationship must have 
been strained at best. 

It was the 1910 census that showed 
him residing as a patient at Willard State 
Hospital, Romulus, NY. By now he was 67 
years of age. I decided to contact the 
Historian at Ovid, NY and found that she 
was more helpful in learning his demise in 
1913. She and I met at the Willard grounds 
in 2007 and she presented me with his 
Death Record. 

Besides the Death Record which 
had absolutely made my day, she also had 
a surprise waiting for me. One of the 
workers at the Willard facility managed to 
locate an old map of the fields where the 
people were buried at Willard. You see, 
none of those buried in these wide open 

fields had any grave markers except for 
Civil War Section and also a small Jewish 
section which had an iron fence enclosure. 

The gentleman at Willard had me 
actually standing on the spot where my 
Great Grandfather had been buried. I had 
them take a photo for posterity sake (see 
below).  
        I really felt that my Great Grandfather 
deserved more than just an open field and I 
wanted to pursue whatever it would take to 
rectify the situation. He fought for his 
country and should not be left alone. He 
had died at an Asylum all alone with no 
family surrounding him. It was time to start 
searching for answers. 
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Great grandson Robert (Ron) Hanley Sr. at 
John C. Hanley’s grave. 
 

I contacted the Veterans Admin. 
And learned that sending a copy of the 
1890 Census Special Schedule I could 
obtain a Civil War Military Marker. I 
obtained forms and followed through with 
this. Now I needed permission from higher 
up to actually place this marker with John 
C. Hanley. 

I contacted the Senator’s office of 
Michael Nozzolio and requested help in 
attempting to have the Superintendent of 
Willard allow for placement. The Senator 
made contact with the Superintendent for 
me and I was able to get permission to 
have the marker installed. Arrangements 
would be made at a later date to actually 
take the marker in my car to Willard. You 
see, this marker had been delivered to my 
home and was on a skid in my driveway all 
winter. 

When my friend and I arrived at 
Willard that day we were greeted by a Sgt. 
who worked there and his van with about 5 
inmates. They took the new marker and we 
all went to the area where the Civil War 
Soldiers were buried with markers. They 

asked me to choose a spot for the marker 
and then went to work lining it up in the 
row, digging the hole and placing the 
marker. As they were doing this I had a 
great feeling of accomplishment that 
finally Gr. Grandfather John C. Hanley 
would rest in peace alongside others who 
also served their country. 
 

 
 

Following the marker being placed 
my friend and I took photos of all 105 
Civil War markers and I built an index 
with these photos and had them put on the 
internet. Now others will be able to locate 
their family and pay respect to these men. 
Finally my Great Grandfather was no 
longer considered “Elusive.” 
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PVT. GABRIEL KUBLI 
(COOBLY) 

62d NYSV CO. H 
By Joe Basso 

 
 

 
In researching the members of 

the 62nd, we have found diverse 
ethnic backgrounds which have 
included Irish, German, French, 
English and Italian émigrés and their 
descendents. With Gabriel Kubli, 
anglicized to Coobly, we may now 
add the Swiss to the Melting Pot that 
is the American society.   

In today’s perception, the Swiss are 
thought of being somewhat pacifistic, 
known for their chocolate and banking who 
have remained neutral in two great world 
wars. But Swiss history is somewhat more 
intense than that.  For centuries, the Swiss 
were known for their military prowess, and 
hired themselves out as mercenary 
companies to the highest bidder.  The 
Papal Swiss Guard and the Swiss troops 
who resisted the Storming of the Bastille in 
Paris are reminders of that tradition.  
Switzerland is also unique in that its 
language is dominated by other 
nationalities. 

German is dominant  in the North, 
Central and Eastern parts of the country, 
where 64% of the population share that 
language.  Nearly 20% of the western 
territories speak French, and the 
Southeastern portion of the country speak 
Italian or Romantsch, the original dialect.  
Many Swiss immigrants coming to the 
United States were incorrectly identified by 
officials as being German, as was the case 
with Gabriel Kubli.  Religious unrest had 
plagued the country since the Reformation 
with Calvin and Zwingli leading the 
Protestant wars against the Catholic 
factions in Switzerland.  From the 1830’s 
to the 1850’s, political factions based on 

religious extremism and political 
conservatism struggled to control the 
nation until, by 1848, a Federal State based 
on the American Constitution and French 
Revolutionary tradition, was established. 
By the time of the American Civil War, 
many Swiss nationals, including the 
Amish, had come to this country escape 
hostilities and find political and religious 
freedoms. 

Gabriel Kubli immigrated to the 
United States late in the War, in September 
of 1864 ,and was almost immediately, 
signed on as a substitute for a William P. 
Palmer, a 28 year old married druggist 
living in Brooklyn. The Militia Act of 1862 
required states to draft conscripts, if their 
monthly or annual quota of recruits could 
not be met.  It did not work well at all.  The 
Conscription Act of 1863 stated that a 
conscript could buy a substitute to serve as 
a replacement for $300, which was an 
inordinate amount of money in the 1860’s, 
well beyond the reach of all but the 
wealthy.  Many Northerners bitterly 
complained that the War against the 
Rebellion was now a “Rich man’s war and 
a poor man’s fight.” Of the 2,100,000 
Union troops involved in the War, 2% 
were draftees and 6% were paid 
substitutes.  Of the 168,000 troops 
procured for the Union through the Draft, 
117,986 were substitutes. 

According to Regimental records 
from both the Adjutant General’s 1901 
report for the State of New York and 
Ancestry.com’s biographical regimental 
roster, Gabriel Coobly enlisted in 
Brooklyn, as a substitute, in the 62nd on 
September 12, 1864 and was mustered in 
to Co. D that same day.  According to 
various official documents, he was born 
either in 1828, 1830, or 1831.  He listed his 
occupation as a “cotton printer,” and was 
described as having grey eyes, brown hair 
with dark complexion, standing 5’7” tall. 
 All-in-all about average for a Civil War 
soldier. Except for an interesting 
addendum found in the official New York 
Muster Rolls.  This document states that 
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Gabriel Coobly, now listed correctly as 
Kubli, had been assigned after completing 
his substitution papers, to Co. C of the 
Ticouderago Cavalry which was 
reincorporated as Co. E, of the 2nd New 
York Cavalry. He deserted from the 
2nd New York Cavalry, was recaptured and 
reassigned to the 62nd New York 
Volunteers by order of General Patrick of 
the Provost Guard. He was taken under 
escort to the 62nd and served with the 
regiment until the end of the War, where he 
was discharged at Fort Schuyler. The roster 
of the 2nd New York Cavalry shows no 
record of Gabriel Kubli serving with that 
organization. 

After the War, Gabriel was a farmer 
in West Lebanon, Pennsylvania, but by 
1884 signed himself in to the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 
complaining of Rheumatism and a service-
related shell wound to his left leg which he 
claimed he received at the Battle of Fort 
Fisher in 1864.  However, the 62nd is not 
listed among the regiments involved with 
that engagement, nor are there any injuries 
recorded in official records for Gabriel 
Kubli or Coobly. He was later transferred 
to the Milwaukee Branch of the NHDVS 
by order of General Negley on August 
18,1884. 

Between 1884 and 1901, Gabriel 
transferred between the Dayton, Ohio 
facility (1884), to the Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin institution (1884), to 
Indianapolis, Indiana (1896), to  Hampton 
Roads, Va. (1899), and then returned to 
Milwaukee where he stayed.  On July 5th, 
1890 he applied for and received an invalid 
pension of $8/mo. while at the Wisconsin 
facility, which was eventually increased to 
$12/mo. and then again to $36/mo. by 
1900. On October 23, 1900, he was also 
granted citizenship.  Outside from his birth 
dates previously mentioned, he also had 
some inconsistency regarding his 
educational status, where he vacillated in 
several documents completed years apart, 
on whether he could read and write or not. 

Gabriel Kubli died on April 21, 
1901 at the Home’s hospital of pneumonia, 
never having married and with no known 
children, and was buried at Wood 
Cemetery in Milwaukee.  

  
 

 PVT. HENRY O. 
MUSCULUS 

62d NYSV CO. H 
By Joe Basso 

 
 

 
It has been mentioned in 

earlier contributions made to  
ZOUAVE!,  that honourable military 
service during the Great War of the 
Rebellion was an effective way for 
immigrants to gain acceptance into 
their new country and also to gain 
citizenship.  There was a great influx 
of Irish and Germans, as well as 
other nationalities, to refill the ranks 
of the Union forces during the War.   

This was a great advantage over the 
Confederacy, who received virtually no 
immigration after secession.  The Ulster-
Irish had begun immigrating to North 
America before the Revolutionary War and 
the “Great Hunger” turned the tap on full, 
with thousands arriving each month.  The 
Germans also began to immigrate to the 
United States starting in the 1830’s, 
seeking agricultural and business 
opportunities denied them by the Junker 
elite. Religious freedom was another strong 
impetus to leave the fatherland. 

Among these Deutschlanders who 
immigrated to New York and gathered at 
other mid-western cities prior to the War, 
were Heinrich Muskulus and his son, also 
named Heinrich, who arrived at Castle 
Gardens aboard the Meta, along with 253 
other passengers.  This father and son team 
originally lived in Darnstadt and left 
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Bremerhaven for New York City in 1858 
and crossed the Atlantic “between decks,” 
also known as steerage.  The Castle Garden 
immigration officers Anglicized both their 
names and they became Henry Musculus. 

When Fort Sumter was fired on in 
1861, the elder Musculus enlisted into the 
62nd as a Private on May 27, and was 
mustered in to Co. H on June 30th.   He was 
later transferred to Co. H on August 
31st that same year.  He served with the 
regiment through the battles of Yorktown, 
Williamsburg, 7 Pines (Fair Oaks), and 
Malvern Hill, as part of McClellan’s 
Peninsular Campaign, and eventually 
returned with the Regiment to the defense 
of Washington.  He was then transferred to 
Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor, where 
he was given a Disability Discharge on 
September 30, 1862. 

Fort Hamilton has been a military 
base since 1825 and is still located in New 
York City Harbor as part of the District of 
Washington.  It is surrounded by the cities 
of Bay Bridge, Dyker Heights, and 
Bensonhurst.  In 1849, Captain Robert E. 
Lee was placed in charge of upgrading the 
posts defenses and between 1841to1846 
Lieutenant Thomas Jackson (Stonewall) 
was stationed at the facility.  In 1861, 
Captain Abner Doubleday was the post 
commander. 

There is no record of Henry having 
any physical wounds, but the 1861 Medical 
Regulations also allowed a Disability 
Discharge if a soldier showed “physical, 
emotional or mental (psychological) 
difficulties which would render him 
impossible to successfully complete his 
Federal service.”  A discharge would 
require a report from a surgeon, a medical 
review, a military review board, or 
approval of a superior officer of regimental 
staff level.  This discharge, coming after 
the Peninsular Campaign, may have been 
the aftereffects of what has been called in 
other wars ,shell shock, combat fatigue, or 
Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome. 
  

After his discharge, Henry married Ottilia 
(Otteala) Musculus in 1866 and moved to 
New Haven, Connecticut where he worked 
as a Varnisher between 1869 until 1871. 
He then owned a boarding house in New 
Haven at 288 Grand Street, between 1872 
to 1875. He and Ottilia moved back to 
New York where he followed his German 
training and worked in a Brewery until 
1894. They then moved from 507 East 
12th Street to 132 North Ninth Street, Mt. 
Vernon, New York City and open a 
Delicatessen.  By 1899 they expanded their 
operation to include a grocery with Ottilia 
working there as a clerk. 

Both husband and wife lived and 
worked at this address from 1895 to 1907.  
Sometime between 1907 and 1908 Henry 
died, but no record could be found showing 
the cause of death or the place of burial.  
Ottilia continued to live at the same 
address from 1908 until 1919, where she 
too disappears from the official record.  
Most of the information found about this 
couple were found in the New Haven and 
Mt. Vernon City Directories.  For all the 
consistency of occupation and personal 
addresses, they are shown in only one 
Federal Census, the 1900. This may not be 
too surprising considering the 
inconsistencies of many of the Census 
readings at this time. 

 

 
AN IRISH SOLDIER’S 
WARTIME LETTER 

From Damien Shiels’ Blog  
“Irish in the American Civil War” 
http://irishamericancivilwar.com/ 

 
 

The November 18th 1863 
issue of the Huntingdon Globe 
carried on its front page an article 
entitled ‘An Irish Soldier’s Letter’, 
written by a young Irish volunteer in 
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a New York Regiment to a friend in 
that part of Pennsylvania. Despite 
the numerous battles he had been 
engaged in and the horrors he had 
witnessed, he was still clearly 
dedicated to the cause of the Union, 
as the letter indicates: 

Near Warrenton, September 1863 

I know well that you will do your part for 
the poor wounded soldiers. Oh, what sights 
I have seen these last two years! I have 
seen the soldiers of the Union drop by my 
side, and their last dying words were:- 
‘Fight on boys, and yours will be the 
victory;’ and again I have seen the head 
knocked off many a brave man who never 
knew what hit him. I have seen some of the 
best and truest Union men in the country 
lying on the battlefield for hours, and could 
not go to give them a drink of water to cool 
their fainting hearts; and many a time we 
have run over the dead bodies of our men. 

Oh, what sights! And I am happy to tell you 
that I have never seen one man that was 
wounded no matter how severe, that ever 
rued or was sorry for standing up in 
defence of his country. No, they all take it 
in good part, and glory in fighting for the 
Union; and it must be charming to those 
poor young and old men to have the noble 
hearted women of the best country on earth 
to minister to their wants. 

I have received some of the prettiest letters 
from my wounded comrades, telling me 
how the kind ladies do take them those 
nourishing things that are fitting for a sick 
man, and again many things are given 
them for their use alone, and, alas! they 
never receive any of it; but I will detain 
you no longer for I am tormented with the 
flies, for they are around by the thousand. I 
was writing to Mr.—–, the other day, and I 
really thought they would carry me off.  

If I die it is a glorious death if I am called 
away under the flag of the Union. If I fall, I 
shall fall under a banner of honor, for on 
our flag is written Williamsburg, Seven 
Pines, Malvern Hill, Seven days before 
Richmond, South Mountain, Antietam, 
Fredericksburg the first and 
Fredericksburg the second. The corps was 
commanded by General Sedgwick, a brave, 
a good and true soldier; under him we 
captured and carried Mary’s heights, the 
strongest place the rebels had. That is on 
the banner of the Sixty-second and all of 
the Sixth corps. Then followed 
Fredericksburg the third, and then 
Gettysburg. So that you can see that I have 
been through many battles, and by the 
grace of God am safe, camping between 
Warrenton and Suffern Springs, awaiting 
the time when we shall be led to meet that 
arch-traitor General Lee of the rebels. Let 
it be the prayer of all the North that God 
may be our general and commander, and 
all will yet be well. When they do that there 
need be no fear for alarm, for the Union 
will be safe with God on our side, it 
matters not who is against us, and our 
enemies are many at the present time. 
England and France, I know, are both our 
enemies and would side with the rebels if 
they were not afraid. Let me come to a 
close by saying to you that I am happy, 
contented, rejoicing in being a soldier of 
your country, and if I live to be in the next 
battle I shall give the rebels a shot for 
every one in your family, and these five 
shots may kill five rebels, but it will pay if 
they only kill one rebel. 

The identity and fate of this Irish 
soldier are unknown, though it is clear he 
served in the 62nd New York Infantry. 
They had been mustered into the service in 
June 1861, and following this letter they 
were to see further action at infamous 
locations such as the Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor and Petersburg. 
During the war a total of 172 members of 
the regiment died. 
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PVT. SYLVESTER KEELY 
62d NYSV CO. I & CO. G 

by Charles Luttmann 
 
 

 
(This post was sent to me as an email by 
Charles Luttmann, I have published it as 
an article – Ed.) 
 

I have been in contact with 
Marianne Mielke, a great-great-great 
granddaughter of Private Sylvester 
Keely.  She is interested in 
genealogy and was recently in 
Ireland researching her Keely 
ancestors. No photograph has been 
uncovered as of this time, but he is 
described as being 5’ 6” tall with 
black hair and blue eyes. 

His family was heavily involved in 
the “Young Ireland” movement. In the 
summer of 1848, his parents house in 
Dublin was raided and Sylvester and two 
of his sisters were summoned by police in 
the hopes that they would testify against 
rebel leader William Smith O’Brien. 
Marianne has copies of documents in 
which Sylvester writes about how he 
outwitted his interrogators. Sylvester 
Keely’s brother-in-law, Thomas Matthew 
Halpin, was the secretary of The Irish 
Confederation.  After the failed rebellion in 
1848, Mr. Halpin published a pamphlet 
defending his role in this incident. The 
pamphlet is entitled; A Disclosure 

Connected With The Late State 
Prosecutions In Ireland; With A Narrative 
of Seven Months Imprisonment Under  the 
Habeus Corpus Suspension Act. 
Sylvester’s account is printed on the last 
two pages of this pamphlet. 

Sylvester and at least four of his 
siblings fled Ireland in June of 1849. In 
New York, he married an American 
woman named Charlotte Amelia Dean, 
with whom he had five children. He 
worked as a printer and directory compiler. 
He enlisted in the 62nd New York Infantry 
on May 28, 1861. Marianne states that 
many Irishmen joined the army to gain 
military experience to one day liberate 
their homeland from British rule. Thomas 
Francis Meagher, commander of the 
famous 69th New York Infantry, was a 
family friend of the Keelys and she 
wonders why Sylvester chose the 
Anderson Zouaves over Meagher’s 
Fighting Irish, which recruited many of the 
exiled Young Irelanders.  Most likely, the 
69th was “full”. Volunteer infantry 
regiments, as prescribed by United States 
Army Regulations, consisted at full 
strength of ten companies, each of ninety-
seven men and three officers for a total of 
one thousand men. 

At the age of thirty-one, Sylvester 
mustered in as a private on June 30, 1861. 
He was initially assigned to Company I, 
but was transferred to Company G in 
August of 1861. Private Keely would have 
been present at the following engagements: 
Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), 
Battle of Seven Pines or Fair Oaks (May 
31- June 1, 1862), Seven Days Before 
Richmond (June 25-July 1, 1862), Battle of 
Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), and the Battle 
of Antietam (September 16-17, 1862). 
After the Battle of Antietam, the 62nd 
stayed near Downsville, Maryland from 
September 23-October 20, 1862. 
Downsville is about fifteen miles from the 
Antietam Battlefield. On October 20, 1862, 
the 62nd was ordered to begin a movement 
to Stafford Court House, Virginia. The 
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next day, near Indian Springs, Maryland, 
private Keely deserted. 

Of particular interest, after the 
Battle of Fair Oaks, Sylvester wrote a letter 
to an unknown friend. This letter was 
discovered in the 1890’s and published in 
multiple newspapers. Attached is a 
transcription of this letter (see below). 

Sylvester returned to New York 
where he continued to work as a printer. 
He died in a tenement in Lower Manhattan 
on January 19, 1872 from complications 
due to alcoholism. 

 
An Incident of War 
Transcribed by Charles Luttmann 

A commission of a navy surgeon found on 
a confederate officer             

On June 7, 1862, Sylvester Keely, a private 
in Company G Sixty-second New York 
Volunteers, then in camp with General 
Couch’s division near Richmond, Va., sent 
to a friend of his a commission of Assistant 
Surgeon Bennett W. Green of the Navy, 
issued to him on August 21, 1859, and 
beginning with “reposing special trust and 
confidence in the patriotism, valor, fidelity 
and abilities” etc.  This “special trust and 
confidence” was violated by this young 
officer early in the period of “the little 
differences between the North and the 
South” by his desertion to the confederate 
service, and in May 1861 he was 
dishonorably dismissed from the rolls of 
the United States Navy, and soon 
afterwards he was heard of as an officer of 
the confederate iron clad 
Merrimac.               

Keely’s letter began, " As I know that 
everything from the field of battle is 
prized  by friends at home, I enclose you a 
paper which I found among other papers 
on a dead officer after the battle.  It will 
serve to show you two things.  First, that I 
do not forget yourself or your past 
kindnesses to me; second, that some of the 

officers under President Buchanan were 
rebels at heart.  This officer lay beside Col. 
Davis and is said to have been leading a 
part of the crew of the Merrimac to capture 
Capt. Brady’s battery when we were off 
from the main body of the army.  I cannot 
attempt to describe the fight; all I can say 
is that the sensation is very particular.  It is 
not fear; it is a feeling of awe, such as you 
feel when in a heavy thunderstorm with 
lightning flashing all around you.  This is 
before you commence firing.  After you get 
the word you lose all such feeling and 
your rammer seems to fly as you load and 
fire.  

“ I have often wondered how they 
managed in the smoke between two armies, 
but Lord Bless you!  You aim so naturally 
for their line of fire and as coolly as you 
would at a bird.  The most exciting feeling 
that can be experienced is when you get the 
order to “charge.”  I cannot describe the 
feeling.  Did you ever get up on a warm 
night to hunt mosquitoes and notice with 
what satisfaction you squish one on the 
wall with the sole of your shoe?  This is 
something like the feeling with which you 
give a fellow-creature the bayonet on the 
field.  It is nothing at the time; but the 
thought is almost sickening after all is 
over.  A man does many things to almost 
regret in calmer moments.  One brigade 
has been badly cut up; to what extent you 
will probably never know.  Everything is 
now quiet: how long it will remain so, we 
cannot, of course, tell. * * * We had to 
skedaddle once; made 2:40 time though.”  

Much of the letter was kind messages sent 
to his wife, including a gold dollar which 
he had obtained.  The commission will be 
returned to any member of Surgeon 
Green’s family who can prove that he or 
she is justly entitled to it.  It is believed 
that Green carried the commission  in his 
pocket, entrusting that it would ensure kind 
treatment from the union forces should he 
be taken prisoner.  --NY Tribune 
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This article was printed in The 
Williamsburg Journal Tribune (Iowa) on 
February 1, 1895; The Evening Times 
(Monroe, Wisconsin) on January 14, 1895; 
The New North (Rhinelander, Wisconsin) 
on January 17, 1895, and TheRochester NY 
Democrat Chronicle on December 25, 
1894.  (The Williamsburg Journal Tribune 
cites the New York Tribune as the original 
source.) 

 
THE ANDERSON ZOUAVES 

from the manuscript of 
Pocket History of the Anderson Zouaves 

Volume 2: In Pen and Press 
Edited by David Sanders 

 
 

 
In celebration of the 

Regiment’s 150th Anniversary, the 
ZOUAVE! is pleased to present 
material from the manuscript of the 
Pocket History of the Anderson 
Zouaves – In Pen and Print. 

The ZOUAVE! will feature copy 
from this manuscript to celebrate the 
history of the Regiment, as a lens to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary 
milestones of the Great Rebellion.

 
These Terrific Slave Drivers  
[27 October 1862] 
 
Maryland 
Camp Near Clear Spring 
Oct 27th /62 
 
My Dear Aunt, 

As it is raining today and I am at 
leisure, I will try to write you a few lines 
although there does not seem to be much to 
write that will be of interest. I arrived here 
in due time and was greeted by one and all 

with pleasure for many had thought I never 
would return. 

I came to Harpers Ferry on the cars 
and from there I had to march 35 miles and 
I was pretty tired at night when I arrived at 
my place of destination. We are at present 
encamped near the pleasant little town of 
Clear Springs which is situated near the 
border of Penn. and about 40 miles from 
Harpers Ferry. Our Division is at present 
acting as a sort of watch dog on the River 
to guard the dams, fords and passes 
between Harpers Ferry and the Penn. line. 
We are all enjoying the best of health and 
spirits which I cannot fail to appreciate and 
be thankful for after my recent illness. 
With the beautiful weather prevailing as a 
general thing in this latitude, our hopes are 
earnest that something will be done to 
improve the chances thus given for quick 
and long marches on the rebel territory. 
Once that the usual fall rains set in and the 
thaws and frosts of early winter and our 
time for prompt action will be past. 

I think our nation has waited too 
long for the Rebel troops to starve. They 
must be sought and whipped. In the west 
they seem to have seized of late every 
opportunity for striking blows at the rebels. 
The brilliant success of the Union troops 
having nearly annihilated at several places 
armies confidently relied upon by the 
conspirators at Richmond to hold their 
ground. We are in hopes some day of 
getting a sight of the famous Stewart 
Cavalry of "Stonewall Jackson's" Division. 
It would be worth a weeks hard tack to 
scatter these, these terrific slave drivers. 
The trouble is they keep themselves as 
scarce as "small change" just now. 

I presume when I write again we 
shall have seen some action for the rebels 
have already made some attempts for a 
second raid into Penn. I wrote you while I 
was at Fort Hamilton. Did you receive the 
letter or not? 

Please write soon. I cannot write 
more now for it is about dinner time and I 
must go at cooking. Accept the true esteem 
of your loving Nephew, 
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Alfred C Woods 
 
P.S. Have you found your trunk yet or not? 
& I hope you have write soon. I wrote to 
Aunt Lucy yesterday a long letter. A.C.W. 
 
Marching Song 
Composed By Doctor Simpson 
 
Come Anderson Zouaves with our voices 
let us sing 
With cheers for the Union we'll make the 
welking ring 
Three cheers for Little Mac and three for 
gallant Keyes 
And three more for our stars and stripes 
now floating in the breeze 
 
Chorus 
Little Mac is our chief, Volunteers our are 
men, 
We are always ready, Steady Boys Steady, 
We'll fight and we'll conquer again and 
again 

Now nobly let us fight and we'll whip the 
rebel crew  
We've got Williamsburg and we'll take 
Richmond too 
We'll drive them from Virginia and we'll 
make the rebels feel 
That not a power on earth can stand our 
true yankee steel 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Remember gallant Riker boys our Col 
brave and true 
Who fell at Fair Oaks Battle that day we 
all shall rue, 
Revenge him in the future be his name our 
Battle cry, 
The "Zou Zous" never know retreat, they 
conquer or they die. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
And when the war is over Boys and we go 
home again 

Our Banners crowned with victory our 
names without a stain 
We'll fight our Battles o'er and give three 
loud huzzas 
For the bravest of the volunteers the 
Anderson Zouaves 
 
Composed By Doctor Simpson July the 
31st 1862 
 
Notes included by J Tierney on his website:  
 
To the tune “Hearts of Oak” 
 
Woods appears to have taken ill sometime in 
July/August 1862, if the song composed by Dr. 
Simpson was recorded by Woods in the hospital he 
was there July 31, 1862. This is included with this 
letter. 
 
Letters of Alfred Covell Woods. 62nd NYSV Co I 
Homepage

 
A Pleasant March to the 
Cemetery 
[13 October 1884] 
 
Riker Post's Burial Plot Dedicated in 
Lutheran Cemetery with Music and 
Speeches. 
 

The burial plot of J. L. Riker Post, 
No. 62, G. A. R., of this city, at the 
Lutheran Cemetery was dedicated 
yesterday afternoon with appropriate 
ceremonies and in the presence of a large 
gathering of members of the Grand Army 
and others. A special train took the 
veterans from Hunter’s Point to the 
cemetery station, where the column was 
again formed in line of march. It was led 
by the Memorial Committee of Post No. 
62, ex-Alderman August Fleischbein, 
Chairman. Then followed the Riker Post 
band and drum corps, Anderson Zouaves, 
Capt. Mosher commanding; Riker Post, 
No. 62, August Schaeffer, Commander; 
Sixty-second Regiment Veteran 
Association; Sedgwick Post, No. 186, 
Isador Isaacs, Commander; Eleventh 
Regiment Veteran Association; Posts Nos. 
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7, 14, 17, 20, and 21, Sons of Veterans; 
Koltes Post, No. 32, Charles Lemsey, 
Commander, and the August Fleischbein 
Association, Henry W. Minturn, President. 
In carriages accompanying the column 
were Department Commander Ira M. 
Hedges, Adjt.-Gen., George B. Squires, 
Aide-de-Camp B. R. Corwin, Justices 
McAdam, Nehrbas, Browne, and Patterson, 
and Col. Carr.  

The threatening storm that followed 
from New-York gave place to sunshine as 
the train reached the station, and the fall of 
rain, in laying the dust, made it a pleasant 
march to the cemetery. Here Judge Browne 
presided. The platform then presented a 
pretty picture. It was walled in with flags. 
Side by side with the bright new post flags 
were the battered ones of some of he old 
regiments carried during the war. Among 
them were those of the Sixty-second New-
York Volunteers, carried by Riker Post; of 
the Fifth, Seventh, Twenty-ninth, and 
Sixty-fifth, carried by Koltes Post, and that 
of the old Anderson Zouaves. Addresses 
were made by Justices Browne, McAdam, 
Nehrbas, and Patterson. Department 
Commander Hedges, B, R. Corwin, and 
Henry C. Botty. Several choruses were 
sung by the Schwaebischen Saengerbund 
and dirges played by the post band. On the 
return a marching salute was given at the 
Koltes Post plot, which nearly adjoins that 
of Riker Post. The plot dedicated is 28 by 
78 feet, and is situated in one of the most 
pleasant spots In the new cemetery. The 
monument to be placed there is already 
well under way, and will be in position and 
unveiled on Decoration Day, in May next. 
 
New-York Times, Monday, October 13, 1884, p.2. 
 
Anderson Zouaves Newspaper Clippings. 62nd 
NYSV Co. I Homepage 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
General Oscar Veniah Dayton’s Grave 
 

 
 
Thanks to Charles Luttmann for this link to 
Dayton’s grave in Brompton, England.  
 
Birth:  Jul. 1, 1827 
Death:  Oct. 30, 1898 
 
Civil War Union Brevet Brigadier General. 
Served in the Civil War first as Lieutenant 
Colonel and commander of the 62nd New 
York Volunteer Infantry. After his 
wounding in battle, he was transferred to 
the Veterans Reserve Corps, where he was 
first Lieutenant Colonel of the 1st VRC, 
then Colonel and commander of the 19th 
VRC. He was brevetted Brigadier General, 
US Volunteers on March 13, 1865 for 
"faithful and meritorious services".  
 
http://www.findagrave.com 

 
 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Re: 62d NYSV Veteran Timothy Kelly 
 
From: Damien Shiels 
 
Dear Mr. Sanders, 
 

I hope this finds you well. My 
name is Damian Shiels and I run a blog 
dedicated to the Irish experience of the 
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American Civil War. As part of my 
research I often trawl through old 
newspapers looking for stories, and 
recently came across one (which I am 
currently writing up) about Timothy Kelly. 
I came across your newsletter when doing 
an open search for the soldier as I knew he 
lived in Oregon. The email you received by 
Charles Luttman was obviously of great 
interest, and I wanted to pass on to him 
through you the two articles I came across 
about Timothy that I am sure must be of 
interest to him (and hopefully to you too!). 
It is very sad to hear about the couple's 
headstone, I hope it can be returned to its 
rightful location. I see that you are based in 
Australia- I am myself based in Ireland and 
carry out the majority of my research 
online- the wonders of the internet! 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Damian 
--- 
  
Damian Shiels 
www.irishamericancivilwar.com  
Exploring Irish Involvement in the 
American Civil War 

 
 

Advertisement 

The focus of 
Corps Sutler is 
to provide the 
best product for 
the best price. 
We research and 
develop 

products for customers. Please let us know 
what you are after.  

Most products listed are in stock and ready 
to be shipped. We offer bulk order 
discounts - email us for details. 

Discounts to members of; The United 
States Zouave Battalion, Living History 

Resource Group, 62nd NYSV Anderson 
Zouaves groups (Australia, Germany, 
Spain and the USA), Pike and Musket 
Society, Living History Federation of 
Belgium, Australian Napoleonic 
Association, The Blue and Grey 
(Australia), Re-enacting Independently for 
Fun (QLD).  

If you wish to register your group for a re-
enactor discount, please email your group’s 
name and details to; 

corpsutler@yahoo.com.au 

Visit our website at;  
 
http://corpsutler.tripod.com 

 
Advertisement 

 
The Sutler’s Store 

 
   

The 
Sutler’s Store 
was founded in 
1995 as a Civil 
War sutler. 
Since then we 
have been 
manufacturing 

and distributing re-enactment supplies to 
living historians. The increasing interest in 
WW2 and Napoleonic re-enacting led us to 
expand the range to supply these periods. 
Our Napoleonic reproductions and supplies 
are regularly sent to Europe, and North and 
South America. We attend most major 
events with our range of Napoleonic and 
WW2 reenacting supplies including our 
favourite, The Melbourne Arms and 
Militaria Fair (gun show). 

If you are searching for re-
enactment supplies, and want to visit the 
sutler, look out for us at major shows. 
Alternately, the sutler offers mail order on 
most of our items. 
French Napoleonic re-enactment supplies a 
speciality. WW2 German always available. 
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Commonwealth range increasing all the 
time. 

Buy the right gear the first time 
around and you’ll save in the long run. 
All prices are in Australian Dollars. Don’t 
see it listed? Feel free to contact us.  
 
Dealer enquiries welcome. 
 
http://www.thesutlersstore.com/index.html 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
 

 
Editorial Desk 
c/- David Sanders 
blakstara@yahoo.com.au 
 
Anderson Zouaves Research 
http://andersonszouaves.tripod.com 
 
62d NYSVV Co. F Anderson Zouaves 
Living History 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/livinghi
story/ 
 
62nd New York State Volunteers Anderson 
Zouaves Company “I” 
http://web.mac.com/strangeplanet/iWeb/A
nderson%20Zouaves/Anderson%20Zouave
s.html 
 
The Dog Robbers – Company F Band 
http://www.myspace.com/thedogrobbers 
 
62d NYSVV “Anderson Zouaves” Co. F. 
Facebook group 
 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2034427
2693/ 

 
ZOUAVE! is a publication of the Living History 
Resource Group. Unless otherwise stated, all 
content is produced by the editor, David Sanders. 
 
http://andersonzouaves.tripod.com/zouave/ 
 

 
 


